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Leading media reported that President Obama told Deputy PM and
Minister of Intelligence and Atomic Energy Dan Meridor, who heads
Israel's delegation at the Nuclear Security Summit, that he regrets
that PM Benjamin Netanyahu did not come. The Jerusalem Post
reported that some key Muslim states attending the summit do not
intend to focus on IsraelQs alleged nuclear capabilities at the
conference, despite Israeli concerns to the contrary. Leading media
reported that in an interview with ABC News, Russian President
Dmitry Medvedev has warned Israel against a military attack on Iran,
saying it might lead to nuclear war and global disaster. The
Russian leader said an attack on Iran would be "the worst possible
scenario” in the Middle East, because "everyone is so close over
there that nobody would be unaffected."” "And if conflict of that
kind happens, and a strike is performed, then you can expect
anything, including use of nuclear weapons. And nuclear strikes in
the Middle East, this means a global catastrophe. Many deaths,"
Medvedev said. He added that he was uncertain on whether Israel
would decide to carry out an airstrike against Iran. Israel Radio
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quoted French President Nicolas Sarkozy as saying in an interview

with CBS that an Israel attack against Iran would be a '[_]NCLASS]FIED

Qcatastrophe.

Leading media reported that during yesterday's closing ceremony of
Holocaust Memorial Day, DM Ehud Barak sent a message to Iran that
"this time the Jews have an option, and we will not hesitate to act
against those who threaten the Jewish people."

Maariv reported that Israel has threatened to attack Syria. Leading
media reported that Syria has handed Hizbullah Scud missiles with
which to attack Israel in case the latter strikes Iran. Media
reported that U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton met with the
Syrian ambassador to Washington, and that Senator John Kerry
reportedly toock the matter up with Syrian President Bashar Assad

some two weeks ago in Damascus.
The Jerusalem Post reported that Damascus has recently turned down
an Israeli request to hold trilateral talks.

The media reported that a compact disc on which Anat Kamm copied
secret documents has disappeared. The Jerusalem Post reported that
has Kamm admitted to the lost of the disc. According to Ha'aretz,
two disks containing 2,000 secret documents and visual presentations
from the office of the head of GOC Central Command vanished. Israel
Radio quoted Kamm's lawyer as saying that no disk has disappeared
from the IDF offices. The media quoted Judge Zeev Hammer, who is
in charge of the case at the Tel Aviv District Court, as saying: I
was astounded by the inconceivable failure, as well as the faulty
and negligent data security arrangements. Media reported that Kamm
told Shin Bet: [When] I copied the materials I thought that as far
as history is concerned, people who have warned of war crimes, they
are forgiven. Yediot and The Jerusalem Post reported that former
Attorney-General Menachem Mazuz had checked research based on KammQs
documents and rejected all of them i.e. the IDF had not breached
High Court of Justice rulings.

Yediot reported about the person who appears to have been the
principal source of police information in the Holyland affair. Both
former PM Ehud Olmert and Hillel Charney, a prominent businessman
who has been arrested in connection to the affair, claim to have
been the victims of a blackmail attempt. The implication in the
report is that the man who allegedly tried to blackmail the two,
ultimately became the principal socurce of information for the
police.

Major media reported that the "forum of seven" cabinet ministers met
yesterday to discuss President ObamaQOs demands of Israel. U.S.
Special Envoy to Middle East Peace Senator George Mitchell is
expected to arrive in Israel next week. Israel Hayom quoted the
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international newspaper Al-Quds Al-Arabi as saying that secretUNCLASSIFIED
negotiations have recently taken place between Israel and the P.S.

in Washington. The Jerusalem Post reported that on the sidelines of

the Nuclear Security Summit, President Obama and Jordanian King

Abdullah II promoted proximity talks between Israel and the

Palestinians.

Israel Radio and other media reported on an infiltration attempt
near Kibbutz Kissufim along the Gaza border. Four terrorists were
killed.

HaQaretz quoted the Kuwaiti daily Al-Rai Al-Aam as saying over the
weekend that the U.S. administration postponed "until further
notice" the appointment of an American ambassador to Damascus.

HaQaretz cited a World Bank report according to which PM Benjamin
Netanyahus remarks about a current "economic boom" in the
Palestinian territories are exaggerated.

Yediot reported that cooperation between Israel and NATO will soon
increase: an Israeli missile boats will be at the service of the
organization, and NATO will sell Israel security equipment. The
newspaper reported that senior NATO officials arrived in Israel
yesterday and met with Deputy FM Daniel Ayalon.

Ha'aretz reported that six years after Israeli security forces
raided the Arab Bank's Ramallah branch and confiscated funds, the
IDF cleared the bank and its workers of any involvement in terror.

HaQaretz reported that the Foreign Ministry is loocking to address
concerns about the rising number of complaints of mistreatment of
foreigners at Ben-Gurion Airport,

Yediot reported that Israel would not let famed Israeli musician
Daniel Barenboim perform in Gaza before Gilad Shalit is released.

Israel Radio quoted former Labor MK Hagai Merom as saying at the
closing ceremony of Holocaust Memorial Day that there have been 120
cases of anti-Semitism in the U.S. over the past year -- one-quarter
of all cases in the world.

Makor Rishon-Hatzofe cited the results of a poll conducted among
Palestinians by an-Najah University in Nablus: while 71 percent of

P.A. residents favor Palestinian PM Salam FayyadQs diplomatic plan,
a majority opposes proximity talks.

UNCLASSIFIED
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Block Quotes: UNCLASSIFIED

I. Obama -- Focus on Iran
Senior columnist, veteran journalist, and television anchor Dan

Margalit wrote in the independent Israel Hayom (4/13) : Every
junior diplomat knows that what Egypt fears is not the Israeli
nuclear program, but the Iranian one. [Egypt] knows that Israel
will not try to impose Jewish hegemony on the Middle East, but the
Iranians dream about exactly the same thing concerning a
Persian-Shi'ite hegemony. The Egyptians nonetheless share any
anti-Israeli pronouncement.... WhatQs needed before anything is a
deep aspiration by Obama [to impose sanctions on Iran].

IT. We're Not Nearing a Holocaust

The independent, left-leaning Ha'aretz editorialized (4/13): "The
Prime Minister's declarations will tie his hands when it's time to
decide on which policy to pursue against Iran and its threats. If

Israel is facing a Holocaust, it must act in every way possible to
prevent it and even go to war if the international community
disappoints us in its efforts to use diplomacy to stop Iran's
nuclear program. Maybe Netanyahu believes that his warnings will
push Western countries to act, but the political logic behind this
is dubious. If Netanyahu wanted to encourage world leaders to act
against Iran, he should have taken part in the nuclear conference in
Washington this week and voiced his poignant warnings directly to
his counterparts. But Netanyahu was concerned about criticism of
Israel's nuclear capability, so he opted to stay home and speak from
Yad Vashem's safe podium. He thus missed out on a chance to join the
international effort, which only highlights Israel's growing
isolation.

I. Where Obama and Netanyahu Diverge

David Makovsky, senior fellow and director of the Project on the
Middle East Peace Process at the Washington Institute, the co-author
with Dennis Ross of the new book "Myths, Illusions and Peace,"” wrote
in the independent, left-leaning Ha'aretz (4/13) : Netanyahu needs
to share with Obama how he envisions a two-state solution, and a
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plausible strategy to attain it. Obama feels he has this w:.thU-NCLASSIFIED
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, even if Israelis
remain skeptical. Some believe Netanyahu does not have that vision,
and that this is the main problem. However, it is also possible
that given how politically explosive these issues are in Israel,
Netanyahu fears misplaced trust could leak and be exploited by
rivals at home. So if the absence of a shared vision has
contributed to a lack of trust, the absence of trust also
contributes to a lack of shared vision. A second set of issues are
differences between the two over urgency, and cannot be divorced
from the issue of a shared vision. Despite recent comments by U.S.
armed forces head Gen. David Petraeus and U.S. Secretary of Defense
Robert Gates, senior Administration sources sharply deny Obama only
sees the issue of Israel through the prism of how it impacts
American troops in Afghanistan and Irag.... It seems to be hard for
Obama to believe that Netanyahu has domestic political constraints
when he has the option of putting forward a set of policies
regarding a two-state solution that would enable opposition leader
Tzipl Livni to join his government. In other words, Obama sees
these constraints by Netanyahu as self-imposed.... Given the
conceptual divide outlined above, it is hard to be overly optimistic
about the basis of a new relationship. Yet neither leader has the
luxzury of disengagement. Obama and Netanyahu have to find common
ground in addressing the massive challenge of Iran's nuclear weapon
program, or else the consequences could be disastrous. Moreover,
even some European and Arab diplomats -- almost all of whom have
traditionally favored pressure on Israel -- admit that such friction
at the top of U.S.-Israel relations will not translate into progress
for peace. They say an insecure Israel will not take risks for
peace. Trust needs to be built, and not as a favor to either
leader, but because it is a necessity for anyone who wants to see a
more stable Middle East.

II. There Is No Other Way

Former Meretz leader, former Justice Minister, and chief Israeli
promoter of the Geneva Initiative, Yossi Beilin, wrote in the
independent Israel Hayom (4/13) : It is impossible for such an act
[stealing 2,000 document of secret military material] not to be
brought to trial. In the mid-80s [the Knesset] legislated a stupid
law that banned contacts with PLO members , even in non-diplomatic
circumstances. From the moment this law was legislated there was a
struggle to have it abolished. I am very proud to have led to its
cancellation in January 1993. But until this happened, people like
Abe Nathan spent time in jail for meeting with members of the

Palestinian group. In retrospect it is difficult to understand that
law, but the jail terms of those whec had vioclated the law were part

of maintaining IsraelQs status as that of a law-abiding country.
The struggle to engage in a dialogue with the representatives of the
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Palestinian national movement was justified, but their means of
struggle was illegal. The price they paid was predictable.

III. Israel's Pentagon Papers UNCLASSIFIED

Bernard Avishai, Professor of Business at Hebrew University and one
of the founders of Peace Now, wrote in the conservative, independent
Jerusalem Post (4/13) : QCommon sense tells you that the IDF,
charged with keeping citizens as safe as possible, should have the
right to keep operational plans secret, and that the government --
acting within bounds set by the judiciary -- should have the right
to censor any stories about such plans and prosecute the people who
leak them. But what if the military, acting as an occupation force,
is itself violating bounds set by the judiciary, and its actions are
arguably making citizens less safe? What if a whistle-blower leaks
documents to a journalist, who then uses them to write a story
questioning the legality or efficacy of the militaryQs actions?

What if the story is itself passed by the censor, but the government
opens an investigation into the journalistQs sources?... I expect we
will soon hear stories about [Anat] KammQs youth, or ingenuousness,
or narcissism, which all may be as true as Daniel Ellsberg's
depressions. None of this changes the importance to Israeli
democracy of airing the question of whether targeted assassinations
as practiced and sanctioned by the IDF are either morally acceptable
in a country of law or will allow any of us to sleep more safely,
even if not more soundly.

IV. 1Is Israel Entitled to Win ?

Deputy Editor-in-Chief Uri Elitzur, who was director of the Prime
Minister's Office during Netanyahu's first term, wrote in the
editorial of the nationalist, Orthodox Makor Rishon-Hatzofe

(4/13) : A county at war kills enemy fighters without imprisonment
or trial. This is international morals and international law.
Nobody disagrees that in times of war a commander is allowed to
carry out assassinations of commanders of the enemy army. The
debate is about the question whether the war on terror is a war. A
deeper question lies beyond this discussion: is Israel allowed to
win? Ha'aretz and Anat Kamm believe that it canQt.

V. The Disposal of Myths

Gershon Baskin, Co-Director of the Israel/Palestine Center for
Research and Information, wrote in the conservative, independent
Jerusalem Post (4/13): QMost Palestinians view [the] demand [to
recognize Israel as the nation-state of the Jewish people] as a new
hurdle they are being forced to jump over when they have never
received any Israeli assurance regarding their own national rights.
They also see it as a trick to remove the refugee issue from the
negotiating table, and as a means to facilitate plans from the likes
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UNCLASSIFIED
of Avigdor Lieberman to expel the Palestinian citizens of Israel who
are living on their own land for generations.... Even with
Palestinian refusal to enter negotiations while settlement building
continues, there has never been a better partner for peace on the
Palestinian side than there is today. The main problem is that
there is no real partner for peace in Jerusalem.

VI. The New Anti-Semitism

The conservative, independent Jerusalem Post editorialized

(4/13) : The Jew must now be coopted to the evil establishment. He
is the rapacious capitalist, the smug acquisitionist; he is part of
the neocon Cabal directing US foreign poliecy in Irag. But more than
anything, the Jew is the warmongering Israeli. Once derided for his
weakness and rootlessness, the Jew, who hoped to put an end to
anti-Semitism by establishing his own state, is now singled out for
being too aggressive, tooc militant. That's why in January 2009,
the month Israel launched Operation Cast Lead, there was a sharp
spike in anti-Semitic attacks.... There is nothing the Jew can do to
put an end to anti-Semitism. God knows, he's tried. Yet the Jew of
the 21st century should be optimistic. The same rabid hatred that
has caused so much suffering for Jews throughout the ages was one of
the central factors in the timing of the revival of the Jews
sovereign state. Unlike in the past, when it relied on the kindness
of others for protection, today the Jewish people has control of its
destiny.

CUNNINGHAM
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1. (C) SUMMARY: The Turkish Humanitarian Aid Foundation (IHH)

is preparing to lead a convoy of ships to Israeli-controlled

Gaza beginning on May 15 to "break the embargo" and deliver

humanitarian aid. | | Bl
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UNCLASSIFIED

[ END

SUMMARY .

2. (C) Bulent Yildirim, president of the Turkish Humanitarian
Aid Foundation (IHH),| B1
has announced his organization will lead a

TIotilla of ships to Israeli-controlled Gaza in May to "break
the embargo"” and deliver humanitarian aid. IHH has called

this convoy "Noah's Ark," "Freedom Is the Last Port,” and
most recently "Palestine Our Destination, Freedom Our Cargo."
| ]told us B1,B6

April 9 the flotilla will consist of seven ships: two from

Turkey, three from the UK, and one each from Greece and

Ireland. Inconsistent media reports say IHH hopes to

increase the number of ships to 10, 15, or 20. One of the

Turkish ships is a cargo ship with a 3000-ton freight

capacity. The other is a passenger ship with a maximum

capacity of 1100 persons. | Bl

An "Artificial Island"

3. (SBU) According to[:::::] IHH fully expects to be stopped B6
along the maritime border by Israeli ships. He said the
convoy will create an "artificial island" and is prepared to
stay at least one month. This "artificial island" will be
serviced and supplied by a number of smaller, faster boats
that will make supply runs to Mersin and Cyprus. In addition
to providing a supply-line, the smaller supply boats will
also ferry and rotate the passengers, crew, and media.

said VIPs such as entertainers, Turkish MPs, and other
politicians can be shuttled to the mother ships with ease.
The large Turkish passenger ship will not be at full
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capacity. said this is so the passengers can be UNCLASSIFIED B6
d

comfortable even if they have to stay long-term. Women an
children will reportedly be aboard. Because IHH now owns its
own ships, he said, it plans to continue sending convoys by
sea to Gaza "until the end."

4. (C) The sea convoy will have a heavy media component and
organizers plan to broadcast everything live on television.
[:::g said "Our power is the consciousness of the world
eople Day by day, hour by hour, we will inform the world."
said IHH opted to wait until after the May 6 UK
election in order to maximize media coverage. IHH believes
its media coverage window will close on June 11 when the 2010
World Cup begins in South Africa. Meanwhile, J

told us April 12 That he

believes the
only purpose of the convoy is political

propaganda and "diplomatic drama." He cited existing means
for delivering humanitarian to Gaza, if that were the true
purpose. | |told us

the same thing on April 9. |

5. (C)|

Egyptian Concerns

UNCLASSIFIED
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9. (C) COMMENT:

"Visit Ankara's Classified Web Site at http://www.intelink.s
gov.gov/wiki/Portal:Turkey"
SILLIMAN
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———— - —— i ——— ——— —————

1. Mideast

o Iran

———

Israel Hayom reports this morning that US Special Envoy for Middle
East Peace George Mitchell's latest round of shuttle diplomacy has
borne no fruit. After three days in Jerusalem and Ramallah, Mitchell
has returned to the United States without conclusive results. Maariv
reported that Mitchell and Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu
yesterday discussed the possibility of more Israeli gestures towards
the Palestinians, but only under the condition that the Palestinians
curb their efforts to de-legitimize Israel overseas. Maariv also
adds that White House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel is expected to
meet with Prime Minister Netanyahu during his private visit to
Israel next week celebrating his son's Bar-Mitzvah.

Israel Hayom reports this morning that the Israel Navy is preparing
to intercept the flotilla that will be setting out for Gaza from
either Turkey or Cyprus. In response to Turkey's official support
for the flotilla-which is raising tensions between Israel and Turkey
even further-the Foreign Ministry's deputy director general for
Western Europe, Naor Gilon, asked the Turkish ambassador to tell his
country's citizens not to take part in it. Israel Hayom's Dan
Margalit, suggests in his commentary that Israel mount a
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counter-flotilla in order to explain the nature of Hamas's regime to
the world. He takes the idea further, suggesting that it be put into
practice on university campuses where Palestinian activists prevent

Israeli officials from speaking. UNCLASSIFIED

Maariv and Israel Hayom today are reporting that Mohammed Abu Tir,
the Hamas operative who was arrested four years ago as a bargaining
chip to be exchanged for kidnapped soldier Gilad Shalit and was
released yesterday, was summoned to Jerusalem District Police
headquarters, where he was handed an expulsion order according to
which he is forbidden to enter Jerusalem and must leave Israel in a
month's time.

I. "A Course in Core Curriculum"

Senior columnist Nahum Barnea wrote in the mass-circulation,
pluralist Yediot Aharonot (5/21): This week, President Obama met
with Jewish members of Congress who are supporters of Israel. It was
a meeting of reconciliation. ... There was concern on the Jewish
street. The meeting helped tc calm it. The mistakes to which Obama
admitted were mainly in the relationship between himself and the
Jewish members of Congress. But ... the policy that Obama described
was the same. The United States's standing in the world is weaker
than it was in every way since its period of isolationism on the eve
of World War II. Supposedly, this situation ought to have been the
dream of every Israeli government.... But the opposite is true. When
America is weak, Israel is weak also. ... All the nonsensical
statements that Avigdor Lieberman made at the beginning of his
wretched term as foreign minister have come back to us like a

boomerang. ... Obama has been drawn into the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict because he thought, mistakenly, that solving it would be
the key to the hearts of the Arab world. George Mitchell ... will

begin to talk about the core issues. Is the key in Tzippi Livni's
hands? Not long ago, (Haim)Ramon told (Dan) Shapiro: Wait for Tzippi
(Livni) . She will be much more easier for you to work with. Shapiro
understood that Ramon was giving the Palestinians the same advice.
For the American negotiating team, this meeting was not an attempt
to coordinate between two friends, but an intelligence-gathering
operation. Now they know who is sabotaging the negotiations."

II. "The Lone Ranger"

Columnist Nadav Eyal, who is also Channel 10-TV Foreign News Editor,
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wrote on page one of the popular, pluralist Maariv (5/21): "How does

a nation become isolated? When is the precise moment in which it

begins the shift ... from the point in which its policy is UNCLASSIFIED
controversial to the point where it itself is controversial? ... A

series of events and processes grew to form a critical mass, and at

times such events slice through our lives. For example, the

thousands that were expecting to see Elvis Costello.... Neither is
Noam Chomsky worthy.... Contrary to others, nobody can seriously
argue ... that Chomsky was involved in violent acts; Chomsky is a

vehement and ideclogist self-declared anti-Zionist, but if this is
the grounds for not letting him into Israel, one might ask why
Israel's border police do not refuse entry to the good sons and
daughters of the Jerusalem-based Eda Haredit - anti-Zionists of the
highest order. Ah, but let us not forget Ivan Prado, the most
celebrated clown in all of Spain. Prado is a well-known figure in
Spain, and he arrived in Israel in order to bring laughter to
children in Ramallah. ... Israel's Spanish embassy says that
extremely severe damage has been caused to Israel's image; aftexr
all, it is a bit difficult to explain to the Spaniards how a clown
could constitute a security risk."

III. "A counter-flotilla: The right price tag"

Senior columnist, veteran journalist, and television anchor Dan
Margalit wrote in the independent Israel Hayom (5/21): The vessels
that are setting sail ... toward the Gaza Strip ... bear a false
message, that the humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip is
intolerable. They are putting a burden on the navy. Under these
circumstances, it would be a good time for Israeli citizens to
organize a counter-flotilla. We must not abandon the arena
exclusively to the supporters of Palestinian terrorism.... This is
the right perspective of the "price tag" tactic.... Setting a price
tag is justifiable as part of a public-relations campaign. the
Jewish organizations need to wake up. In a place where an Israeli
diplomat cannot give her speech, a Palestinian emissary will not
manage to do so either. If Israel's voice cannot be heard in the
universities and on public lawns and at international conferences
throughout the world, this will happen to all its adversaries,

too.... What is needed is a response by the public. Those who
boycott will be boycotted. Without discounts and without
leniencies.

IV. "Useful Idiots"

Conservative Op-Ed Page Editor Ben-Dror Yemini wrote in the popular,
pPluralist Maariv (5/21): Noam Chomsky ... was able to make world
headlines due to Israel preventing his entry.... This is a story of
foolishness. Not fascism. Because many Western countries prevent the
entry of evil folk who preach things they deem to be problematic.
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.. Even beacons of democracy, like the United States, Canada, the
United Kingdom and France, have lists of those who are denied entry.
One law for all democracies, another for Israel. But Israel behaved
stupidly, because it turned Chomsky into a hero. To get to the
point, the free world must recognize that Galloway, Ramadan, Norman

Finkelstein, Ilan Pappe, Raed Salah, Azmi Bishara, Noam Chomsky, and
all their friends from the brown and green coalition, Islamists and
"progressives,”" are part of the problem. They are the ideological
branch, and some are alsoc the executive branch, of global jihad.
Some are worthy of the title "useful idiots."

V. "Why I opposed leaving Lebanon”

Former cabinet minister and current chair of the Center for
Strategic Dialogue at Netanya Academic College Ephraim Sneh wrote in
the independent, left-leaning Ha'aretz (5/21): "The IDF's unilateral
withdrawal from Lebanon in May 2000 deserves a thorough analysis
even 10 years later. As deputy defense minister, I was firmly
opposed to the unilateral withdrawal. For the 18 years, the fighting
in Israel's security zone in South Lebanon took on the nature of
guerrilla and counter-guerrilla warfare, with the IDF ultimately
gaining the upper hand. This situation was not achieved without our
paying a price in blood, however. Each year, an average of 25
Israeli soldiers were killed. What was eroded during those years ...
was Israeli society's ability to tolerate the constant price of
casualties.... There are those who say that it's a good thing that
the second intifada found us already out of Lebanon. But it is
certainly possible to assume ... that the message of weakness
transmitted by the retreat from Lebanon encouraged the Palestinians
to return to using violent methods. Today Hezbollah's strength is
several times greater than it was in the summer of 2006, certainly
far greater than it was in May 2000. Iran will continue to want to
use that strength against the Israeli home front. A genuine
understanding of the nature of the confrontation, and telling it the
way it is to the public, will be necessary in the future as well."

I. "A small but important step”

The independent, left-leaning Ha'aretz editorialized (5/21): "After
several months of efforts, the U.S. administration has put together

UNCLASSIFIED
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a new outline of sanctions against Iran.... These steps in UNCLASSIFIED

themselves will not stop the centrifuges for enriching uranium. Nor
will they lead Iran to moderate its threats against Israel or its
oppression of the opposition. Even after the Security Council
approves the new sanctions package ... Iran will continue to develop
its nuclear program.... Still, the resolution sets before Iran a
united front of world powers.... The world powers are united in
their objection to a nuclear Iran, and the message has been received
in Tehran.... The Obama administration ... has toughened its stance
in recent weeks. The American resolve will be tested by the
administration's response to Iran's expected disregard for the
Security Council's resolution. The softened resolution to be
submitted to the UN Security Council is far from adequate as far as
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is concerned. Although Israel
finds the sanctions to be brought before the Security Council far
from satisfactory, the agreement reached by the world powers is
extremely important. ... Israel must back the U.S. administration on
this matter and remain within the international consensus, rather
than disrupt it with unnecessary threats or unilateral acts."
CUNNINGHAM
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1. Mideast

————— i ———————

All major Hebrew-language newspapers reported this morning that
former Prime Minister Ehud Olmert is scheduled to be questioned
today by the police about possible wrongdoing in what has popularly
come to be referred to as the Holyland affair. Police sources have
said that Olmert is alleged to have taken bribes while he was mayor
of Jerusalem so as to advance the Holyland housing construction
project. Olmert has repeatedly deniedever having been offered or
accepted bribes.

he police have recommended that Foreign Minister Aigdor Lieberman
be indicted for obstruction of jstice and breach of trust.
Lieberman is alleged o have obtained classified police information
abot an investigation that pertained to him and was bing conducted
in Belarus. He allegedly obtained his privileged information with
the assistance o the then-Israeli Ambassador to Belarus Zeev Ben
Aryeh, with whom he is alleged to have had an improper quid pro quo
arrangement. The police have also recommended that the State
Attorney's Office indict Ben-Aryeh.

Yediot is reporting this morning that while Israel does not intend
to let the "Free Gaza" flotilla reach the Gaza coast, it has had
some success on the diplomatic front, persuading a number of
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European countries to withdraw their support for the flotilla. The

10-ship flotilla is expected to come near its destination on either

Thursday or Friday, but Israeli security officials have told the

Israeli press tha{ they are adamant to prevent the ships from UNCLASSIFIED
docking in Gaza. Yediot also reported that Turkey has declined an

offer made by Israel to have the Israeli authorities deliver the

goods and materials to Gaza in their stead. Israel Hayom reports

about plans to arrest the hundreds of people expected to be on board

the ships. They are to be questioned in the Ashdod Port facilities

and, if convicted, will be sent to Beer Sheva Prison.

- -

I. "Netanyahu's true test”

Former cabinet minister and current head of the Kadima council Haim
Ramon wrote in the mass-circulation, pluralist Yediot Aharonot
(5/25):

"Prime Minister Netanyahu tried to create the impression that he was
willing, with all his might, to take a bold step for peace. ...
There were many who were tempted into believing this.... But today
they are tempted into believing the new excuse: the prime minister
cannot count on Kadima and he fears that if he takes a "courageous
step for peace," the Kadima leaders will not support him but will
rather wait for his government to fall.... (After the 1998 Wye
agreement) Netanyahu, dodged making a decision. He preferred an
impasse in the peace process and a continuation of the status quo
rather than determination and taking action. Netanyahu, today, can
emulate Sharon's determination and courage (from the disengagement).
He can take meaningful steps to implement the idea of two states for

two peoples.... I am convinced that if Netanyahu were to do this, he
would earn Kadima's support for any step that conforms to its
positions.... I myself will act to prevent his government from

falling, as long as he sticks to this path. My support will be given
to Netanyahu as long as the negotiations are serious and meaningful,
whether in the framework of a unity government or whether from the
opposition.”

II. "What do they want from the Palestinians?"
Peace Now Secretary-General Yariv Oppenheimer wrote in the popular,
pluralist Maariv (5/25): "Instead of being happy that the Israeli

economy has learned to exploit the lands of Judea and Samaria and to
invest inordinate sums of money to build factories and industrial
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zones in the territories, the Palestinian Authority announces a

boycott and a ban on purchasing Israeli goods that are manufactured

in the settlements.... Have the Palestinian people decided to fight

the Israeli occupation not by violent means but by legitimate and

more acceptable methods? To be fair, one has to admit that the UNCLASSIFIED
factories in the territories don't hurt only the Palestinians;

industry in the territories hurts first and foremost the Israeli

economy from an ethical, economic and political standpoint. From an

economic standpoint, Israeli exports overseas suffer from waves of

global oppesition.... "The Palestinians are shooting themselves in
the foot," said top industrialists with a typically patronizing
tone. Instead of ceollaborating with the settlement factories, the
Palestinians are prepared to sacrifice the meager wages for the sake
of their national struggle for independence-truly a course of action
that is unfathomable for Israelis. Like a thief who asks his victim
for payment, so too has Israel demanded that the Palestinians show
their settler overlords their gratefulness and to continue to buy
with their money products from the factories in the settlements."

ITI. "Why the Chief Military Rabbi is right"

Liberal columnist and television anchor Ofer Shelach wrote in the
popular, pluralist Maariv (5/25): "Chief Military Chaplain Brig.
Gen. Avi Ronsky ended his term this week in a series of interviews
in which he explained his thinking that until now has only been
vaguely alluded to.... This was a fitting ending chord for Ronsky's
term, which was prominently typified by a dramatic rise in the
profile of the Military Rabbinate. Under him, the Military Rabbinate

. became the Education Corps for large parts of the fighting
army.... The picture that Ronsky describes is not that of the entire
combat levels of the IDF, but rather its infantry brigades. In them,
there is indeed a particularly high percentage of religious
officers.... Even those who think that security needs or faith
require Israel's continued control over the West Bank, must
recognize that the inevitable result is that the service profile of
entire units in the fighting army, headed by the infantry brigades

. becomes ... the policing of an occupied civilian population. And
they must realize that in entire sectors ... they will find a way to
avoid this service, either in commando units or in desk jobs. Ronsky
says that soldiers who have faith make the best soldiers, and in
this he is also right. This type of service draws those who see the
army as a tool for social mobility, or those who believe that this
war is a hely war. Anyone who wants to complain about Ronsky should
address their complaints to those sectors who have given an
unofficial divorce writ to the Paratroopers Brigade, to the Golani
Brigade or the Givati Brigade-and those who assign to these brigades
their current tasks."

IV. "Taking Gaza seriously"
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The independent, left-leaning Ha'aretz editorialized (5/25): "We
will soon mark five years since Israel's disengagement from the Gaza
Strip, but Gaza refuses to disengage from Israel. Neither Hamas nor
Israel is interested in escalating the military conflict, which

remains limited to sporadic rocket fire met by air force strikes....
Instead of restarting (Negotiations for Shalit)... the Netanyahu
government is merely seeking to burnish its image while keeping
public pressure to return him in check. The (Hamas prisconers') bill
is little more than a distraction from the main issue. It is very
doubtful that Hamas ... will give up now just so that its people can
watch comedy shows and Al Jazeera. The government is handling the
blockade the same way: using it as a means of exerting pressure on
the Hamas.... But the closure has resulted in humanitarian distress
for much of the population and must be ended.... Instead of allowing
Gazans to rebuild, Israel is setting up a televised confrontation
between the navy and unarmed civilians. Shalit deserves serious
negotiations that lead to his release. Residents of Gaza deserve to
have their plight eased. Gaza will not disappear, despite the
disengagement and the closure. And it warrants more serious
treatment from Israel's government."

V. "It's not too late for Israel to make peace”

Senior columnist and longtime peace advocate Yoel Marcus wrote in
the independent, left-leaning Ha'aretz (5/25): "Maybe it's a
coincidence, but the day on which the massive Home Front drill began
marked the 10th anniversary of Israel's hasty retreat from
Lebanon.... The war, in its different phases, lasted 18 years. The
generals at the time turned the supposedly brief operation into an
ongoing campaign. As time went by the voices calling for getting out
of Lebanon grew stronger.... To this day the IDF's nocturnal
desertion remains controversial. Opponents say the rushed exit did
not prevent the Second Lebanon War, which brought the long-range
missile threat to the heart of Israel's Home Front. The lesson to be
learned ... is that a military triumph does not necessarily lead to
a decisive diplomatic outcome. History teaches that in the absence
of a decisive diplomatic outcome, the next war is written on the
wall.... The conclusion is that even if 43 years have elapsed since
the Six-Day War victory, it is not too late for this government,
which also has the required majority, to translate that military
triumph into a peace agreement.”

CUNNINGHAM
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AMCIT Among the Kuwaiti Participants

2. (C) In response to Ambassador's query on the number and
condition of Kuwaiti participants in the flotilla, Al-Roudhan
confirmed that 16 Kuwaitis were participating in the flotilla
and that no reports had been received of any injuries to
them. Post understands the Kuwaiti participants include

l Poloff received a call from|

| who said that his AMCIT

daughter,| |a social activist, was also
among the 16. U/S Jarallah requested that the Ambassador
provide any information we might receive regarding the
disposition of the 16 Kuwaiti nationals, following reports
the GoI planned to detain them.

Press Inquiries

3. (SBU) Post continues to receive requests for comment from
the local press and would appreciate appropriate guidance
asap; for now we are avoiding comment other than to regret
the tragic loss of life while noting that the facts of the
matter are not yet clear.

dkkkkhkhkhkhkhkkhkdhhhkhkkhhhkhhhkhkhhkhhhkhhhkkhkhkhhkhkhhhhhhhkkhhhihkhik

For more reporting from Embassy Kuwait, visit:
Kuwait's Classified Website at:

http://www.intelink.sgov.gov/wiki/Portal :Kuwait
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JONES

UNCLASSIFIED

StateDept0153



UNCLASSIFIED

ACTION NEA-00

INFO LOG-00 EEB-00 AF-00 AID-00 INL-00 DODE-00 DOTE-00
PERC-00 DS-00 DHSE-00 FAAE-00 FBIE-00 VCI-00 DIAS-00

H-00 TEDE-00 INR-00 I0-00 LAB-01 ARMY-00 MOFM-00
MOF-00 M-00 VCIE-00 DCP-00 NSAE-00 ISN-00 NIMA-00
GIWI-00 ISNE-00 DOHS-00 FMPC-00 SP-00 IRM-00 SS0-00

S58-00 NCTC-00 SCRS-00 DSCC-00 PRM-00 DRL-00 NFAT-00

SAS-00  FA-00 SWCI-00 PESU-00 SRMC-00 MEPP-00
—————————————————— 6DBE61 011501z /38

0 011454z JUN 10

FM AMEMBASSY KUWAIT

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5018

INFO ISLAMIC COLLECTIVE IMMEDIATE RELEASED IN PART

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE

CIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE B6,B1, 1.4(B), 1.4(D)

NSC WASHDC IMMEDIATE

CONFIDENTTIATL KUWAIT 000387

SIPDIS
NEA/ARP, NEA/RA

E.O. 12958: DECL: 06/01/2020

TAGS: PGOV, PREL, KISL, PINR, KU

SUBJECT: GOK/PARLIAMENT REACT STRONGLY TO "FREEDOM
FLOTILLA" INCIDENT, PROMINENT KUWAITI MP AMONG THE DETAINED

REF: A. KUWAIT 379
B. 09 KUWAIT 87

Classified By: Political Counselor Pete O'Donchue for reasons 1.4 b and

: B (C) The GoK, Kuwaiti National Assembly, and the public
have in unison expressed outrage over the May 31 "Freedom
Flotilla" incident. The GoK and parliament separately issued
statements condemning the deaths of civilian activists and
have called for a comprehensive international response of
condemnation against Israel. Sixteen Kuwaitis were part of
the flotilla, including an MP and human rights activists
(including prominent Islamist MP and perennial GoK critic Dr.
Walid Al-Tabtabaie and an American-Kuwaiti dual national,

; the Kuwaitis are believed to be unharmed but

still in Israeli detention. Public reaction has been
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peaceful but notable, with several hundred Kuwaitis braving
the early summer heat to gather in Determination Square on
the night of May 31 to express support for the Kuwaiti
flotilla participants and to condemn Israeli action; Kuwaiti
students have started sign-up drives on campus to secure
volunteers to join the next flotilla to Gaza. The Amir,| |

|and publicly has ordered

an Amiri Flight aircraft to Turkey to bring back the 16
Kuwaitis once freed|

| End summary.

GoK Reacts

2. (C) The Kuwait Cabinet held a May 31 emergency session
to discuss concerns related to the 16 Kuwaiti "Freedom

Flotilla" participants -- among them an MP, a dual
American-Kuwaiti national, journalists, human rights
activists and other notable citizens -- currently reported to

be unharmed but in Israeli custody. The council also issued
a 10-page document entitled "The Government's Communigque
Regarding the Crime of Aggression on the Freedom Flotilla to
Transport Humanitarian Aid to the People of Gaza." Following
the meeting, Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and acting
FM Roudhan Al-Roudhan condemned in a press statement the
"aggressive nature and the arrogant mindset" of Israel and
bemoaned perceived Israeli "disregard of all internaticnal
resolutions and laws." After summoning UNSC P-5 member
Chiefs of Mission (reported ref A), Al-Roudhan also noted to
the press that the Kuwaiti Amir as current GCC president, had
discussed this "heinous humanitarian crime" with other GCC
states and other Arab nations via the Arab League and the
Organization of the Islamic Conference. The Amir has also
ordered a plane to

Turkey to stand by to return the 16 (likely to a hero's
welcome) once they are released by the Gol. | ]

National Assembly Seals Ranks in Support of One of its Own

———— —————— o ———————

3. (C) Kuwaiti National Assembly Speaker Jassem Al-Khorafi
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called a specizal June 1 parliamentary session, which lasted
six hours, to condemn "the obnoxious crimes perpetrated by I'INCLASSIFIED
Israel" and to "underscore Kuwait's official and public
solidarity with the people of Palestine.” On the floor of
parliament, MPs passed a motion calling for the GoK to
withdraw from the 2002 Arab Peace Initiative (API). In
separate statements, various MPs called for the GoK to cease
participation in all Middle East peace initiatives. (Note:
Withdrawal specifically from Proximity Talks was mentioned
neither on the floor nor in a statement subsequently issued
by the National Assembly. MFA U/S Khalid Al-Jarallah
confirmed to Ambassador June 1 that withdrawal from peace
initiatives is not a GoK policy objective. End note.) In
addition to passing the API motion, the National Assembly
issued a statement calling for the following:

-- That the UNSC conduct an international investigation to

determine Israel's legal culpability and that the UNSC
enforce international resolutions calling on Israel's
withdrawal from occupied territories.

-- That the International Court of Justice assume
jurisdiction for the investigation and legal proceedings
against Israel under charges of crimes against humanity.

-- That Chiefs of Mission in Kuwait call on their governments
to exert pressure on the Gol for the immediate release from
detention of all flotilla participants.

-- That Arab and Muslim nations assume their responsibility
toward the "Gazans under siege" and work to end the embargo.

4. (C) Given that Kuwaiti MP Dr. Walid Al-Tabtabaie, an
Islamist activist and a perennial critic of the government,
is among the 16 currently detained by the GoI, Kuwait MPs
have been unusually -- if understandably -- unanimous in
support of one of their own. (Note: Honoring Al-Tabtabaie's
participation in the flotilla, fellow MPs marked his chair
with his portrait and a large Kuwaiti flag. Al-Tabtabaie's

participation in the flotilla -- his second attempt to enterx
Gaza, he previously entered Gaza via tunnels from Egypt (ref
B) -- has overnight raised his stature from that of gadfly to

hero. End note.) Comments from MPs (liberals and
conservatives alike) variously condemned the attack on the
aid vessels and called for Arab and Muslims to sever all ties
with Israel (with special pleas for Oman and Qatar to "take
the lead") and demanded the expulsion of Israeli diplomats
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from Arab and Muslim nations. UNCLASSIFIED

Public Unified as Well

5. (C) Public expressions of outrage mirrored the response
of the GoK and Parliament in a number of
demonstrations. Several hundred Kuwaitis rallied in front of

Parliament May 31 in a demonstration orchestrated by the
Kuwait Society for Basic Elements of Human Rights. Families
of the activists, politicians, religious figures civil
societies and students were among the demonstrators
expressing

solidarity with the Gazans and the 16 Kuwaiti detainees.
Speaking at the rally, Islamist MP Jam'an Al-Hirbish

| claimed, "The kings of the Arab world are

not those who occupy the thrones and seats of power. Our
kings are those who are aboard the Freedom Flotilla and
risking their lives for the sake of our brethren in Gaza."
He also stated that Kuwaitis form the second largest

Also

Nationalit si i the i n
for Gaza

circulating in the press and in blogs is the report that
"sign-up sheets" for the next flotilla are circulating on
university campuses and in the broader community and are
quickly being filled.

———————
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For more reporting from Embassy Kuwait, visit:
Kuwait's Classified Website at:
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http://www.intelink.sgov.gov/wiki/Portal :Kuwait
R I I T T I s R e T T
JONES
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ACTION NEA-00

INFO LOG-00 A¥-00 AID-00 CIAE-00 INL-00 DNI-00 DODE-00
PERC-00 Ds-00 VCI-00 DIAS-00 H-00 TEDE-00 INR-00
ARMY-00 MOFM-00 MOF-00 M-00 VCIE-00 DCP-00 NSAE-00
NIMA-00 GIWI-00 FMPC-00 SP-00 SS0-00 55-00 NCTC-00
DSCC-00 PRM-00 DRL-00 NFAT-00 sSas5-00 FA-00 SWCI-00
PESU-00 /O00W

------------------ 729188 081416Z /38
R 081409Z JUN 10
FM AMEMBASSY KUWAIT
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0019
INFO GULF COOPERATION COUNCIL COLLECTIVE

RELEASED IN PART

CONFIDENTTIAL KUWAIT 000417 Bl, 1.4(D)
w &

SIPDIS

E.O. 12958: DECL: 2020/06/08
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, KU
SUBJECT: GOK PUBLICLY AFFIRMS COMMITMENT TO ARAB PEACE INITIATIVE

CLASSIFIED BY: Peter O'Donochue, Political Counselor, State,
Political; REASON: 1.4(B), (D)

L. (SBU) Kuwait government spokesman Dr. Mohammed Al-Busairi,
who also holds the posts of Minister of Communications and Minister
of State for Parliamentary Affairs, confirmed in a statement
following the weekly Cabinet meeting June 7 that Kuwait remains
committed to the Arab Peace Initiative (API). The statement was
intended to clarify confusion sowed on June 1 when in comments to
the press Al-Busairi suggested that the GOK would consider all,
and was prepared to accept some, of the recommendations made by
parliament in the wake of the Gaza flotilla crisis, which included
a motion to withdraw from the API.

2. As noted reftel, MFA U/S Khaled Al-Jarallah told
Ambassador on June 1 that withdrawal from peace initiatives was not
a GOK policy objective; Al-Jarallah made the same points to Charge
June 2 but demurred when asked to immediately issue a retraction to
correct erroneous local press reports (which were publicly welcomed
by HAMAS) saying the country was pulling out of the API. Later
June 2, however, Al-Jarallah did clarify to the press that while
the matter had not been finally decided - because the full Cabinet
had yet to consider Parliament's recommendations - it was "not
current Kuwaiti policy" to support withdrawing from "the Arab Peace
Initiative of Saudi King Abdullah." Parliament Speaker Jassem
Al-Kharafi similarly sought to down-play the issue, telling the
press June 2 that the GOK was not bound to accept any of
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parliament's recommendations, specifically mentioning this one ,

and noting that the GOK had abstained from voting on the measure. UNCLASSIFIED

Seeking to clear up the confusion, MP Dr. Aseel Al-Awadi, one of
parliament's four female MPS, submitted on June 6 a request asking
the GOK to clarify whether it had accepted parliament's
recommendation that it withdraw from the API; Al-Busairi's response
definitively puts such speculation to rest.

3. (SBU) In his statement, Al-Busairi stated that the GOK
"would not adopt a unilateral approach to dealing with the
initiative launched by the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, Saudi
King Abdullah Bin-Abdulaziz at the Beirut Summit of 2002." He
added that "the Arab Peace Initiative is a matter for summits to
decide on, not for a certain government... the government of Kuwait
is keen to work within the consensus framework of the GCC states
and the Arab countries in general."” Al-Busairi noted in his
statement that, while a majority of MPs (32 out of 50) had voted in
favor of withdrawing from the API, the GOK had exercised its
prerogative not to accept the motion; he also referred to Speaker
Al-Kharafi's June 2 comments noting that the GOK was not under a
legal obligation to accept this or any other parliamentary
recommendation.

4. (C) Comment:

WILLIAMS

UNCLASSIFIED
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INFO LOG-00 EEB-00 AF-00 AID-00
DODE-00 DOTE-00 PERC-00 PDI-00
EUR-00 FAAE-00 FBIE-00 VCI-00

INR-00 I0-00 LAB-01 ARMY-00 MOFM-00 MOF-00

VCIE-00 DCP-00 NSAE-00 NIMA-00 MCC-00 PM-00

SCT-00 DOHS-00 FMPC-00 SP-00

NCTC-00 R-00 ECA-00 SCRS-00 PMB-00 DSCC-00

DRL-00 CARC-00 NFAT-00 SAS-00
PESU-00 SANA-00 /001w

—————————————————— 7291BE 081414Z /38

R 0813072 JUN 10

FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7860

INFO ARAB LEAGUE COLLECTIVE
AMEMBASSY LONDON

AMEMBASSY PARIS

CIA WASHDC

DIA WASHINGTON DC

HQ USCENTCOM MACDILL AFB FL
USCENTCOM INTEL CEN MACDILL AFB FL
WHITE HOUSE WASHDC

DEPT OF COMMERCE WASHINGTON DC
DEPT OF TREASURY WASHINGTON DC

CONFIDENTTIAL DAMASCUS 000451

SIPDIS

DEPARTMENT FOR NEA/ELA
LONDON FOR LORD, PARIS FOR NOBLES

E.O0. 12958: DECL: 06/07/2020
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, PTER, KPAO, SY

UNCLASSIFIED

AMAD-00 RPPR-00 INL-00

DS-00  EAP-00 DHSE-00

DIAS-00 H-00 TEDE-00
M-00
GIWI-00

IRM-00  SS0-00  §S-00
PRM-00

FA-00  GSWA-00 SWCI-00

RELEASED IN PART

NR, B1, 1.4(B), 1.4(D)

SUBJECT: LONG-AWAITED MEETING WITH PRESIDENTIAL ADVISOR
TOUCHES ON GAZA FLOTILIA, AL-RAI TV, INFO TECHNOLOGY

DELEGATION AND BILATERAL ATMOSPHERICS

Classified By: CDA Charles Hunter, Reasons 1.4 b and d.

1. (C) SUMMARY:

| She spoke,

|of Israel's

interdiction of the Gaza-bound flotilla

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARON E AHMAD
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| UNCLASSIFIED,,

I ~he professed ilgnorance of her government's
position regarding | NR

] END SUMMARY.

2. (C) CDA and PAO called on Bouthaina Shaaban, politiecal and

media advisor to Syrian President Bashar al-Asad, in her

office at the presidential compound a block away from the

U.S5. Embassy on June 2. | NR

The cordial, 45-minute-long
meeting, which started late due to Shaaban's unexpectedly
having to receive the Minister of Economy and Trade, came
against the backdrop of SARG preparations for a hero's
welcome for the four Syrian participants in the Gaza
flotilla, who were returning to Damascus later that day from

Amman. | |
THE GAZA FLOTILLA Bl
8. {&)] Bl
NR
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ACTION INR-00

INFO LOG-00 AID-00 AMAD-00 GHFS-00 RPPR-00 CIAE-00
DNI-00 PDI-00 DS-00 EAP-00 DHSE-00 EUR-00
VCI-00 DIAS-00 H-00 TEDE-00 TIO-00 LAR-01
ARMY-00 MOFM-00 MOF-00 VCIE-00 NEA-00 DCP-00
OIC-00 EPAU-00 MCC-00 PM-00 GIWI-00 DOHS-00

STPD-00 NCTC-00 FMP-00 BBG-00 R-00 EPAE-00
IIP-00 SCRS-00 PMB-00 DSCC-00 PRM-00 DRL-00
NFAT-00 SAS-00 FA-00 SRAP-00 SWCI-00 SRND-00

SANA-00 /001w
—————————————————— A4EC83 230911Z /38

O R 230908Z AUG 10
FM AMEMBASSY ANKARA
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1115
SECDEF WASHINGTON DC IMMEDIATE
OSD WASHINGTON DC
INFO 390S INCIRLIK AB TU
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK
AMEMBASSY ANKARA
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS
USEU BRUSSELS
AMCONSUL ADANA
AMCONSUL ISTANBUL
USMISSION USHNATO
AMEMBASSY ATHENS

UNCLAS ANKARA 001334

SIPDIS
DEPARTMENT FOR INR/R/MR, EUR/SE, EUR/PD, NEA/PD, DRL
JCS PASS J-5/CDR S. WRIGHT

E.O0. 13526: N/A
TAGS: OPRC, KMDR, TU, PREL, KPAO
SUBJECT: Turkish Media Reaction for August 23, 2010

Media Highlights: Sinirlioglu Visit; Turkey Warned on Iran
Sanctions; TPAO Pulls out of Iran Project; US Flood Aid to

Gl2

RELEASED IN FULL

INL-00
UTED-00
L-00
NSAE-00
IRM-00
ECA-00
CARC-00
MEPP-00

Pakistan; Turkey's Red Book Changes; New Book Cites Gulenist

Influences; Lebanon Flotilla; Netanyahu Blames Turkey

US Embassy Ankara - Turkey Media Reaction - August 23, 2010 as

prepared by the Public Affairs Information Office
How the US is Playing/Related News

1. US-Turkey Ties as U/S Sinirlioglu Heads to Washington
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Columnist Semih Idiz writes in Milliyet that the "Turkey meeting”
recently held at the State Department has revealed that the Obama
Administration has some questions about the AK Party government.
"Turkey has problems with the US Congress, not with the Obama UNCLASSIFIED
Administration. Anti-Turkey mood prevails both at the Senate and
the House of Representatives, and the situation has deteriorated
since the visit of the AK Party representatives to the US in June.
Bven if Turkish Foreign Ministry U/S Sinirlioglu manages to work
out disagreements with the US Administration, his contacts will
have little effect on the US Congress. The ties between Turkey and
the US are expected to deteriorate further with the sanctions
against Iran, the Gaza flotilla probe and Armenian Genocide
Resolution. For this reason, Sinirlioglu would hardly be able to
repair the strains in bilateral ties. In the meantime, Turkey and
the US will continue to work with a 'case-by-case approach' in
bilateral ties."

2. Omer Taspinar opines in Sabah: "There's a negative mood in the
US Congress on Turkey. Washington uses this as a tool, and asks
Turkey to be more careful in ties with Israel and Iran. Both the
White House and Ankara will lose if we see problems in the US
Congress over the coming months regarding arms sales or the
Armenian Genocide Resolution (AGR). The AK Party cannot succeed in
Turkey if problems with the US continue. 1It's only mnatural that
now and then the Obama Administration is sending messages to Turkey
to be careful since problems can also be seen in the Congress."

3. Kadri Gursel writes in Milliyet: "Observing the fact that the
ties between Turkey and the US are suffering difficulties, the US
Congress began interfering in the US Administration regarding the
relationship. The US will hold Congressional elections in
November, in which the Democrats may lose their majority in one of
the chambers. Nevertheless, we can say that Turkey has not yet
become a matter in US internal politics."

4. US Outreach on Iran Sanctions: Turkish media extensively
followed up on a Cumhuriyet exclusive last week that cited
officials from the US Treasury and State Departments in Turkey on
new American legislation on Iran sanctions. Milliyet reported in
its economic section on 8/21 that US officials discussed " terror
financing” and that "they want a reduction in activity from banks
and business working with Iran." In "We Didn't Give a Black List,”
pro-government Sabah gives prominent play to an interview with
Embassy Charge Silliman who clarified the global effort by US
officials to "open a dialogue" on UN sanctions as well as "regional
and national laws being mounted by the US, EU and other countries"
to sanction companies doing business with Iran in nuclear
proliferation-related fields. Liberal Radikal on 8/22 headlined
"Iranian Controversy Mars Turco-American Business Council Meeting
In October,"” and contended that the US delegation also came to
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confirm arrangements for the proposed US-Turkey business council
and told their Turkish counterparts that "Turkey had to choose UNCLASSIFIED
between Iran and the US." Radikal adds that the Turkish private

sector working with the US would pay attention to the warning.

5. Turkish Firm Pulls Out of Iran Energy Project: Cumhuriyet in
"TPAO Has Given Up on Iran" on 8/21 noted that because it dug dry
wells, TPAO has decided not invest in the Southern Pars District
natural gas fields at this time. Cumhuriyet reports that a
high-level delegation from the US Treasury and State Departments
that visited Turkey last week was "glad to hear that rather than
suspending the investment, they are pulling out of the project.’
The paper notes that the delegation was "not here to give a warning
but to provide information" according to Turkish Foreign Ministry
authorities who indicated that the sanctions specific to the US
would not be taken as Turkey's position." Government authorities
told the group members that "they are passing on the information
they've received but that it is up to individual companies whether
they want to comply with sanctions beyond those imposed by the UN"
noting that "exceptions have decreased in this round of US
sanctions.”

6. US Aid for Pakistan Floods Relief: On 8/23, Media continue to
focus on Turkey's response to the flood crisis in Pakistan with
little mention of international relief efforts. Weekend stories
reported on the UN meeting on 8/19 and mentiocned Secretary
Clinton's announcement that the US will up its contributions to
$150 million. In "Our Goal is Not Military" pro-government Sabah
on Sunday gave prominent play to an interview with Charge Doug
Silliman, with several photos, saying that the US is the country
giving the most aid to Pakistan and batting down rumors in Turkey
that the US has military designs on a weakened Pakistan. Silliman
responds: "Our desire is to help Pakistan and we have no desire for
a military intervention. This disaster will show the effectiveness
of Pakistan's democracy. It could also bring Pakistan and India
closer like it did in Turkey and Greece. Noting that he served
three years in Pakistan, Silliman mentioned that the disaster was
bigger than the Pakistan earthquake in 2005 and the Haiti disaster
and encompasses an area the size of Italy and about a third of
Turkey, starting from Ankara to the whole west of Turkey. Denying
reports that the US will intervene in Pakistan with its military
power, Silliman said the US will continue its aid and that "while
the US has some soldiers in Pakistan, we are working with the
Pakistan government," and urged the press to not speculate about
any US intervention.

In the Headlines

7. Threat Reductions in New "Red Book" from Greece, Irag, Russia
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and Iran: Mainstreams Sabah and Milliyet give extensive front page
coverage to expected shifts in Turkish foreign policy in the new

National Security Policy document - known as the Red Boock - now UNCLASSIFIED

being drafted by Turkish Foreign Ministry. In "12 Miles, Not a
Cause of War Anymore" Sabah says Turkey will no longer consider a
threat the 12-mile continental shelf disagreement with Greece, and
will instead emphasize new cooperation with all its neighbors,
noting that the "Red Book will discard "cliches regarding external
threat perceptions."” In "Threat Reduction In the Red RBRook"
Milliyet columnist Asli Aydintasbas reports "zero problems with
neighbors' policy of the AKP will mark the new Red Book, " which
will make references to the nuclear program of Iran but put
emphasis on freeing the Middle East of nuclear weapons. One of the
major changes is about Iraqg, she claims, and notes that whereas the
Red Book used to focus on the PKK threat, the new version will draw
attention to the cooperation with the central Iragi government and
the Iragis. Russia, Iran and Greece as well will not be perceived
as threat anymore," Milliyet notes.

8. Police Chief Avci Blames Gulen Community (Cumhuriyet)

Leftist-nationalist Cumhuriyet reports Eskisehir police chief
Hanefi Avci has written in his new book that the "Fettullah Gulen
Community"” was behind all the politically oriented "voice
recordings and video footage" that were posted on the internet.
"There's only one address capable of such postings, and it's the
extension of the Gulen community in the police. A couple thousand
people have been wiretapped in Turkey, and the same unlawfulness
continues today," Cumhuriyet quotes Avci as saying.

9. No Departure Port for Lebanese Blockade Ship to Gaza:
Islamist-oriented Zaman 8/21 reported that because Lebanon and
Israel are still technically at war, this ship needs an acceptable
'departure port' in its quest to deliver aid shipment through the
Gaza blockade. According to denizhaber.com.tr (Turkish Shipping
News) early 8/23, the organizers have not succeeded in getting
permission from any nearby country and that the ship was reported
to still be in Lebanon. Online haber50.com reported 8/22 that
Cyprus had turned down requests to have the ship depart from there
and organizers had requested permission from Greece and Turkey to
use ports there. Israel has asked the UN to help enforce all
international laws and has asked that the ship not be allowed to
come.

10. Netanyahu Heclds Turkey Responsible for Tensions with Israel
(Zaman)

Hurriyet reports Israeli PM Netanyahu told Greek daily To Vima

Israel would not apoclogize tc Turkey over the raid on Gaza aid
flotilla. "Deterioration of ties with Turkey was not our choice,

UNCLASSIFIED

StateDept0170



it all began by PM Erdogan attacking President Peres at Davos in

January last year. Ankara has an open policy of stoking tensions

with Israel. We will welcome it if Turkey chooses a moderate UNCLASSIFIED
path,"” Netanyahu told To Vima.

11. UN Delegation in Turkey to Investigate Gaza Aid Flotilla Raid
(Hurriyet)

Papers report a UN Human Rights committee will begin Monday
investigations on the Israeli raid on an aid flotilla bound for
Gaza in the Turkish cities of Ankara, Istanbul and Iskenderun. The
delegation, comprised of Sir Desmond da Silva from Britain, Karl
Hudson-Phillips from Trinidad and Tobago, and Mary Shanthi Dairiam
from Malaysia, will conduct investigations in the Turkish cities
for a week, reports Zaman.

12. Architect of Gaza Massacre New Israeli Chief of Staff (Zaman)

Islamist, pro-government dailies Zaman and Yeni Safak report
Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak has appointed General Yoav
Galant as the new Israeli chief of military staff. The papers
claim Galant has been the figure behind the "massacre" in Gaza.
Zaman says "hundreds of Turks" had filed international lawsuits
against Galant over his role in Operation Cast Lead and the IDF
raid on Gaza aid flotilla in May.

SILLIMAN
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------------------ B29FF9 131039Z /61
O R 131001Z SEP 10
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UNCLAS KUALA LUMPUR 000613

SENSITIVE RELEASED, NON-RESPONSIVE DELETED
SIPDIS
FOR EAP/MTS NR

E.O. 13526: N/A

TAGS: PREL, PHUM, UNHRC-1, KPAL, IS, MY

SUBJECT: MALAYSIAN MFA COMMENTS ON LATEST ROUND OF
ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN NEGOTIATIONS

REF: A) STATE 93128 -- ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN NEGOTIATIONS
B) STATE 94696 -- UPDATE ON ISRAELI INVESTIGATIONS
REF: A) STATE 93128 -- ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN NEGOTIATIONS;

1. (SBU) Acting PolCouns conveyed the ref A developments from the
initial meeting between Israeli and Palestinian leaders to Ganeson
Sivagurunathan, Under Secretary in charge of the MFA's

Multi-lateral division, on September 13. U/S Ganeson replied that
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[Note: Malaysia has historically criticized Israel in both domestic
and international fora; most recently Foreign Minister Anifah Aman
visited New York in July 2010 to meet with UN Secretary General
(UNSYG) Ban Ki Moon after the incident involving the Gaza-bound
flotilla. End Note.]
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From: svesmartmfi

Sent:  528/2010 8:40:20 AM
To: SMART Core
Subject: USEU Today Transfer

UNCLASSIFIED
MRN: 10 DAILY 5282316
Date/DTG: May 28, 2010 / 281130Z MAY 10
From: DAILY
Action: DAILYROUTINE
TAGS: BE, XTAG
Subject: USEU Teday Transfer
UNCLAS

FOR TRANSFERRING DATA ONLY

E.O. 12858: N/A
TAGS: BE
SUBJECT: USEU Today Transfer

(U) EU presses Armenia and Turkey to continue normalization process

Speaking at separate briefings following their meetings with

visiting Prasident Sargsyan of Armenia May 26-27, European Council
President Van Rompuy and Commission President Barroso pressed both
Armenia and Turkey to continue the “historic” process of

normalization of their relations "without preconditions™ and "within
areasonable timeframe." Van Rompuy said he was "pleased that
Armenia decided to stay committed to the process, adding: "l

recognize the President's political courage on this issue." He

confirmed the EU's "continued commitment to peace and security in

the Caucasus, including through contributing to the resolution of

the protracted conflicts.” Barroso said the Commission was prepared

to launch negotiations for an Association Agreement between the EU
and Armenia "as soon as next July,” noting that "an important part

of this Agreement will be the negotiation on a bilateral Deep and
Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA)." Barroso nevertheless made
it clear that "this could kick off only once Armenia will have fully
addressed key trade-related recommendations made by the Commission.”

(POL:RDeglain).
News

(EU) EU/CSDP: General Ton van Osch new chief of EU military staff -
Brussels, May 27 (Agence Europe) - General Ton van Osch from the
Netherlands took over on Thursday 27 May from General David Leakey
(United Kingdom}) as Chief of the European Union Military Staff
(EUMS). During a joint press conference with his predecessor,

General Osch emphasised that during his three-year mandate he would
focus on two main subjects: implementation of a comprehensive
approach, which would help to combine and jointly coordinate all

crisis management instruments; and strengthening cooperation between
the EU and its partners such as NATO, the UN, the African Union and
the other "major actors and nations”. The general provided
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assurances that "every body will find me willing to cooperate”™ and
said that making the European External Action Service operational,
where EU High Representative Catherine Ashton will be responsible
for all instruments, will be a big step forward. The general
explained: "l know there's a lot of talking that should be much

better and | agree with that, but at the same time | would like to
make a point that we made a lot of big steps™. General Leakey was
asked about the necessity of providing the EU with a permanent
military operations staff in the future but explained that there is

no "one size fits all” solution from a political point of view or in

the context of military practicalities. He added: "If you have a
member state who takes an operations commander rather than
operational headquarters responsibility, then it means that the
operation is guaranteed to be a success”. According to Leakey, the
current situation has the merit of giving each member state greater
responsibility when it ensures command of an operation. Born in
1955, General Osch has been the Dutch permanent military
representative to NATO and the European Union Military Committee
(EUMC) since June 2007. He is the third chief of staff as head of
this structure, following French General Jean-Paul Perruche and
General Leakey, and will be particularly responsible for strategic
pianning and EU military expertise.

{EU) EP/PALESTINE: Isabelle Durant and Louis Michel urge Israel to
allow humanitarian aid into Gaza - Brussels, May 27 (Agence Europe)
- The vice president of the European Parliament, Isabelle Durant
{Greens/EFA, Belgium) and the MEP and former commissioner for
development, Louis Michel (ALDE, Belgium) launched an appeal to
Israel on Thursday 27 May, to allow humanitarian aid to Gaza to
reach its destination. MEPs are concerned about threats of a
blockade by the Israeli authorities and the deployment of military
forces to prevent the berthing and unloading of the "Gaza freedom
flotilla”. The mission consists of nine new boats. They contain
10,000 tons of humanitarian equipment (educational and medical
materials) and construction materials (cement etc) for Gaza, as well
as 700 volunteers from the whole world. The first boats left Turkey
for Gaza on Tuesday 25 May. "This mission must arrive at the right
port of call”, insisted Isabelle Durant. She added that "this is not

a political mission; it aims to provide aid and solidarity, and it

is necessary to guarantee the security of the people accompanying
it". The appeal by MEPs aims to mobilise public opinion to put
pressure on the Israeli government. Louis Michel was keen to point
out that "international humanitarian law requires that access to
victims or people in danger is ensured or at least facilitated.

{...) The Israeli authorities do not want Hamas to benefit from this
operation because it is claimed that the Palestinian organisation
and the humanitarian workers are working together. Isabelle Durant
and Louis Michel refute this.

EU's Almunia says fewer banks taking up state aid - BRUSSELS, May 27
(Reuters) - European Union banks are gradually weaning themselves
off state aid as the sector recovers from the credit crisis which

led to trillions of euros in bailouts and state guarantees, the EU's
competition chief said on Thursday. Since the crisis deepened in
September 2008, the European Commission has approved 4.13 trillion
euros ($5.072 billion) in recapitalisation schemes and other

measures by EU governments to help lenders. Of this figure, just a
third or 1.24 billion euros were taken up by banks via state

guaranteed funding or recapitalisation measures. The EU executive
said the use of govermment guarantees by banks has declined since
the middie of 2008, both in terms of the number of bonds issued and
volume of issuance. The total amount of state-guaranteed bonds
issued by banks in December last year amounted to a monthly average
of 4 percent of lenders’ total funding, down from 30 percent in the
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first quarter of 2009, data from the Commission showed. "The
declining use of state guarantees is an encouraging indicator that
the financial sector has begun to retumn to normal market
conditions,” EU Competition Commissioner Joaquin Almunia told a news
conference. "While the situation remains fragile it is crucial for

the overall economy that banks do not stay dependent on the state
for longer than is strictly needed and finance themselves
increasingly on the market,” he said. He said France, Italy and the
United Kingdom have already said they would not extend their
guarantee schemes. There are currently 15 EU countries with such
schemes which will expire either at the end of this month or next.
EU finance ministers agreed last week to raise the fees that banks
pay if guarantee schemes are extended by up to 40 basis points.

(EU) EU/ECONOMY: Herman Van Rompuy wants more governance and greater
EESC involvement in taking important Council decisions and measures
-Brussels, May 27 (Agence Europe) - Addressing the plenary session
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) chaired by
Mario Sepi, on Thursday 27 May in Brussels, the president of the
European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, unveiled how he felt about the
nead to immediately overcome the agitation caused by the economic
crisis, and to have a crisis prevention and management system. He
announced the results of the first meeting of the task force under

his leadership. Van Rompuy wanted the EESC to be more actively
involved in taking measures and important decisions at the European
Council in June 2010, and to be more actively concemed by follow up
to such measures and decisions. He highlighted how important it was

to have a structural growth policy, i.e. the EU2020 strategy, which,

he said, is an operation of high political intensity without which

the EU's social model would be in danger. (...) In addition to
overcoming the crisis, there is a structural policy for increasing

the EU's economic potential, the EU2020 strategy. Van Rompuy said he
wished to speak to the EESC about this later, adding that he was

willing for the committee to be more involved when important

decisions or measures are taken at the European Council in June.
However, he asserted, this process is not yet over. There will be
follow-up, and adjustment throughout the process. He took the view
that, without this structural policy for growth, the EU's social

model would be in danger. Van Rompuy underlined how difficult it was
for a politician to explain to the public that it is necessary to

put taxes up while safeguarding investment in human capital. This
prompted him to say that "the EU2020 strategy is not a technical
operation but an operation with high political import".
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Subject: Lebanese Gaza Flotilla Update — June 17, 2010
SITUATION UPDATE
(C) EFFORTS TO DISCOURAGE/IMPEDE LAUNCH:[ Bl

| Separately, a senior Surete Generale (oG) orricial
told us late this morning that the SG has issued an order to all Lebanese
ports saying that no ship may leave port without providing a manifest of who
is on board. No manifests have been provided as yet for Gaza-bound ships.

A Port of Beirut official verified to us that no vessel there has applied
for a permit to depart for Gaza.

{C) POSSIBLE LAUNCH TOMORROW? Media contacts say that the Msriam is hoping
to launch for Gaza the morning of June 18 carrying 50 women of different
nationalities. An-Nahar reports that the Mariam effort is being led by Inam
Saad, the wife of a Saida-based opposition politician who is a foe of PM
Hariri. Conflicting press reports have said the boat plans tc launch from
Beirut, Jounieh (just north of Beirut), Tripoli and Saida. We have verified
that the Mariam is not in Beirut or Jounileh, and are seeking ncw to verify
the Saida report (Saida is roughly halfway between Beirut and the Israeli

border; the Maronite bishop of Saida i v
bless the Mariam’s undertaking) . B1

The press is also reporting that Yasser Kashlak, a wealthy Palestinian
businessman based in the Gulf, is the main funder of the Mariam effort.
Kashlak heads the Palestinian Businessmen’s Association as well as the
Lebanese Institute of International Research.

(C) AMCIT INVOLVEMENT: One newspaper is reporting that “four U.S. nuns”
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plan to be among the 50 women aboard the Mariam. Separately, BAmcit Paul

Larudee {who was on the first Gaza flotilla) gave an interview to a Beirut

paper, but it is not clear from the article that Larudee was present in the

country at the time of the interview. We have asked consular contacts |:| Bl
[::::::ﬁif they can verify that Larudee has entered Lebanon.

CONTACTS WITH GOL AND OTHERS

(C) The Ambassador made a series of phone calls this morning to GOL
officials and others about the potential new flotilla. Drawing from the
points prepared for U/S Burns, she stressed our strong concern at reports
about the advanced state of preparations for launching one or more ships
from Lebanon. She underscored our belief that such an effort would be
extremely destabilizing for Lebanon and the region, and urged the GOL
officials to take quick action to dissuade the organizers from proceeding
with their plans. She also noted our concern that American citizens might
be involved in the effort and asked for any information about Amcit
participants. Following are the responses she received:
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——l ] said the issue was on the Bl
front burner for the PM’'s office, and that he would be following it closely
through the day.

== L —lreported thatlZIcontacts were saying no
launch would occur for several days, butl was checking again based on
today’s press reports.

[ | agreed that the new Gaza flotilla
effort is fraught with potential problems, but noted that the issue is “wvery
delicate” and virtually all Lebanese are “lining up on one side” of it.

CONCLUSICN

It 1s not clear that the Israell announcement Today ©f a plan to ease
restrictions on Gaza will change the thinking of the Lebanese organizing the

launches. | |
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Subject: Embassy Rome Daily Report July 13, 2010

EmBAssY ROME DAILY REPORT
July 13, 2010

Political Report

» (CINF) Berlusconi:| | NR
e (C) Turkish Embassy] New Gaza Aid Flotilla Being Organized in Italy. Bl

= (SBU) MFH

i
| Upcoming Visi

Read Recent Cables from Rome.

Political Report

{CINF} Berlusconi:| NR

(C) Turkish Embassy| |]a New Gaza Aid Flotilla Being Organized in Hfaly. Bl
Center-right daily Il Giornale reported on July 8 on a new Gaza aid flotilla being prepared by a group of

Palestinian and Islamic organizations in Italy. Basing its information on a website, Infopal, Il Giornale writes that

Mohammad Hannoun, from the Association of Palestinians in Italy, announced that the Freedom Flotilla 2 will be

composed of about 20 ships and 5000 passengers, with six boats already ready to leave in September.

Hannoun is also the founder of the Genoa-based and allegedly Hamas-affiliated “Benevolent Association of
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Bl

(SBU) MFA to Strike on July 26.] _ NR

Upcoming Visits

To access the full text of Embassy Rome's most recent cables via Net-Centric Diplomacy, click here.

Visit the Italy Portal on Intellipedia.
Read archived Daily Reports on our |ntelink Blog.
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UNCLAS ANKARA 000772

SENSITIVE
SIPDIS

E.O0. 12958: N/A

TAGS: PGOV, PREL, PHSA, TU, IS

SUBJECT: Turkey: SitRep 1 on Humanitarian Aid Foundation Flotilla,
12:00 pm Turkey Time

REF: 10 ISTANBUL 1929; 10 ISTANBUL 195
DE OTALVARO EMAIL OF 31 MAY 10 AT 12:55 TO SES-O

1. (SBU) According to Turkish press sources, at approximately 4:30
a.m. on May 31, the Israeli military allegedly landed soldiers on
the deck of the Turkish flagged ship "Blue Marmara", while it was
in international waters, between 69 and 70 miles from Israel's
shore. The ship was part of the Turkish NGO Humanitarian Aid
Foundation (IHH) flotilla attempting to reach Gaza and allegedly
deliver humanitarian supplies. The latest press reports indicate
that shots were fired on the ship and somewhere between 10 and 16
people were killed. 1Israel Prime Ministry Spokesman Gendelman said
that there were firearms, knives and batons on the ship, and that
fire was opened against the Israeli scldiers. Gendelman reported
that between eight and ten soldiers were wounded, some in serious
condition.

2. (SBU) So far the press has not identified any Americans among
the victims. According to Al Jazeera TV, 9 of the dead are
Turkish citizenmns. According to the Associated Press, IHH Official
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Omer Faruk Korkmaz reported that Israeli soldiers are taking the UNCLASSIFIED

ship to Haifa. IHH Headguarters in Istambul also reported that
they have lost radio contact with the flotilla. The Turkish press
reported that the Israeli military jammed the flotilla's radio
communication starting at 3:30 a.m. Israeli television stations
have reported that the wounded -- civilians and socldiers -- were
transferred to hospitals in Ashkelon. Turkish television stations
reported that preparations are underway to detain some civilians in
prisons.

3. (SBU) Following the intervention, the Prime Ministry established
a crisis task force to follow events after 7:00 a.m. Deputy PM
Bulent Arinc, Interior Minister Besir Atalay, Prime Ministry
Undersecretary Efgan Ala, and Turkish General Staff Operations
Commander General Mehmet Eroz are following the issue. The Turkish
MFA released a strong statement that condemned the attack and
protested the use of force by the Israeli Defense Forces against
the civilians on the flotilla, who were from many countries and
wanted to transport humanitarian assistance to the pecple in Gaza.
It pointed out that there were women and children among the
passengers, and that they had received reports so far that the
intervention had caused 2 deaths and more than 30 people to be
injured. It said Israel has "once again clearly demonstrated that
it does not value human lives and peaceful initiatives through
targeting innocent civilians." Calling the intervention an
"inhuman act," it said the incident, which took place on the high
seas in a gross violation of international law, "might cause
irreversible consequences in our relations." It said that the
Embassy in Tel Aviv would conduct initiatives to protest the event,
and that the incident is being "strongly protested" in Ankara,
while an explanation from the Israeli Ambassador in Ankara has been
demanded at the Ministry. It said the actions against civilians
conducting peaceful activities -- whatever their motives -- were
unacceptable and that Israel will have to bear the consequences of
the actions, which constitute a violation of international law. In
closing the statement said "May God bestow His mercy upon those who
lost their lives. We wish to express our condolences to the
bereaved families of the deceased, and swift recovery to the
wounded . "

4. (sBv) | told the
Ambassador that he personally could not understand how the
intervention could have happened. He and others were working with
the Israelis, he admitted, and they thought that they had a
solution to keep everything under control. He stressed as well
that there will be consequences to the intervention. He emphasized
that Turks are outraged that the Israelis acted when the ships were
69 miles from Gaza, in international waters. He intimated that 'a
solution' might have been possible, or at least more understanding,
were the ships intercepted -- as he had thought they would be --

UNCLASSIFIED
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closer to Gaza. The Ambassador stressed the need to protect bothUNCLASSIFIED

U.S. and Israeli diplomatic establishments from crowds of
protesters in Turkey, and urged caution on any action until all of
the facts were in. | | in turn urged for us to ask
Washington to say something critical about this operation,
indicating that this would help, although the Ambassador did not
respond to the request.

5. (SBU) Israel's Ambassador to Turkey, Gaby Levi, told the
Ambassador that while he had been summoned to the MFA, his
residence had been blockaded by protestors and so he was unable to
move. He was "under siege" at his embassy. He anticipated "the
worst" from the Turks, and that there will be diplomatic
consequences to the intervention. The Turkish press reported that
MFA Deputy U/S Unal Cevikoz spoke to Ambassador Levi for 20
minutes, and in addition to condemmning the attack, he urged Israel
to send the passengers and wounded to Turkey immediately. Cevikoz
also reminded Levi that Turkey preserves all its rights stemming
from international law. The Turkish press also reported that the
visit of an Israeli tourist ship to Alanya port today was
cancelled.

6. (SBU) There were protests in several cities Turkey against
Israeli and U.S. installations. Media outlets reported that a
large crowd of protestors gathered outside the Israeli Consulate in
Istanbul starting at 5:00 a.m. The group had been very agitated
but at the moment was calm, and had been contained by Turkish
police, using water cannons and pepper gas. Mission RSOs sent SMS
messages through its warden network to avoiding protests in the
areas around Israeli or U.S. diplomatic buildings. In Adana at
approximately 1:45 a.m. a group of 30-40 protestors held a sit-in
in front of the U.S. Consulate for half an hour, and another
protest is expected.

7. (SBU) Turkish media outlets report that Hamas called the
operation "brutal", and urgently urged the UN to interfere, while
Palestinian President Abbas termed the attack as "massacre" and
declared three days of mourning.

B. (SBU) Post will continue to monitor events and report as needed.
JEFFREY
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AMEMBASSY ASTANA PASS TO AMCONSUL ALMATY
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1. (C)

3. (SBU) The Israel Defense Force's boarding and seizure of the
six-ship Humanitarian Aid Foundation (IHH) flotilla May 31 remains
the almost exclusive focus of media reporting and GoT public
statements. According to Turkish contacts the Turkish casualties
-=- as many as nine deaths according to the Turkish and
international press -- were confined to Turkish-registered Mavi
Maramaris. The Turkish MFA estimated a total of 560 passengers on
board that ship, 353 of those Turkish. MFA claims 33 Algerians, 31
Jordanians, 28 British nationals, between 10-20 passengers from
Malaysia, Indonesia and Kuwait, respectively, and three AMCITs were
also on board. The Mavi Marmaris and five other ships in the

UNCLASSIFIED
BI

flotilla have been diverted to Ashdod.

B6

J told

visiting CODEL Delahunt that the GoT i1is determined to have its
citizens and the Turkish ships returned quickly to Turkey. One
complicating factor, according to |_ | is
the refusal of many of the Turkish activists to return voluntarily
to Turkey; Israel has offered voluntary return to 100 of them who

UNCLASSIFIED
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have refused; 200 more were to be offered volunta return but
Turkey feared they would alsoc refuse. Meanwhile,?f::::::]
continued, the Israelis were interrogating those refusing,
'treating them like terrorists or criminals.' We infer the
activists' hope to continue their protest of the Gaza embargo and
their pursuit of media publicity by remaining in detention in

Israel (see septel on the IHH charity that organized this UNCLASSIFIED
flotilla). said that Turkey would ask if Turkish

officials could come to Israel to convince the activists to retuzn
to Turkey. The Israeli Embassy told us the GoT also wants to
dispatch two "hospital planes" to pick up the wounded Turks in
Israel. The embassy told us the Gol will likely accede to this
latter GoT request.

4. (© | Bl

5. (SBU) The Israeli Embassy tells us it is operating under
"emergency procedures," with officers and dependents staying away
from the Embassy. The Turkish National Police (TNP) has ramped up
its protection of the Israeli Embassy and all US diplomatic
facilities. Deputy Prime Minister Arinc publicly reassured
Turkey's Jewish population that it faces no hostility from fellow
Turkish citizens. PM Erdogan, departing Chile on May 31,
helpfully, echoed Arinc's reassurances to Turkey's Jewish citizens,
but also labeled the Israeli operation "state terrorism” and said
Turkey would not remain passive or silent in the face of such a
provocation. He recounted in detail a version of the boarding that
emphasized the peaceful intent of the Mavi Marmaris' passengers:
"They were waving white flags." "This is a national cause," he
said, "we will take it up. Israel never pays for the sins it
commits. That is unacceptable. There are hundreds of Security
Council resolutions. Israel ignores them all. No longer!"

FonMin Davutoglu strongly condemned Israeli actions in a statement
to the UN Security Council May 31.

6. (SBU) GOT and public reactions to the UN Security Council
President's statement have been positive. National newspaper
Hurriyet called it "the strongest statement so far." Many Turks
are loocking for a stronger condemnation of Israel, especially from
the US. 1In reaction to the Department's May 31 statement on the
issue, ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP) spokesman Huseyin

UNCLASSIFIED
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Celik said "the U.S. has only expressed their grief. This is not
something that is expected from the United States. This is the end
result of vetoes by the permanent members of the UN Security
Council. Israel has been spoiled by them. We hope that it will be
a lesson for the entire world. And, it will raise long awaited
voices by humanity against Israel, which should have been louder
earlier."”

UNCLASSIFIED

PKK ATTACK A FURTHER COMPLICATION

7. (SBU) On May 31 shortly after midnight the PKK launched an
attack against a military vehicle near a Turkish naval base in
Iskenderun, killing six soldiers. This is the latest in a series
of attacks that have killed several other soldiers and village
guards. Although the Turkish General Staff announced it believed
the attack was conducted by the PKK, AKP spokesman Celik said he
thought the timing between the attack and the Israeli military
intervention was "not a coincidence." Opposition CHP Chairman

Kemal Kilicdaroglu also said he thought the coincidental timing was
"meaningful".

COMMENT

B. (C) Most senior Turkish politicians have been quick to condemn
Israel as wholly responsible for the flotilla incident, and all
Turks are locking to the US to condemn Israeli actions. The UNSC

President's Statement was received well,|

We are somewhat heartened by quiet cooperation between Turkey and
Israel to defuse the crisis, as well as by columns by some Turkish
writers today who question whether Turkey did all it could to
prevent this confrontation (see septel media reaction).

JEFFREY
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1. (C) Summary. Non-violent protests continued in Ankara, Istanbul,
and Adana June 4, with press attention focused on the victims of
the Israeli raid on the Gaza flotilla and their funerals.

Bl

MOST TURKS BACK IN TURKEY

3. (SBU) Acting U/S Cevikoz expressed gratitude for U.S. engagement
in securing the release of detainees and reported that all of those
detained were returned to Turkey, with the exception of five who
had been too seriously injured to be moved on June 3. Two
additional "air ambulances" had arrived in Israel in the early

morning hours of June 4, but it was likely that one of the five was
still not stable enough to transport. B6

Cevikoz said. The Ambassador contacted the family of the
Turkish-American dual national who was killed in the attack and
conveyed its condolences. His body was returned to his hometown of
Kayseri and a funeral was planned for June 4.

UNCLASSIFIED
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TURKISH NAVY NOT/NOT ACCOMPANYING FLOTILINCI ASSIFIED

4. (SBU) There was press speculation that a Turkish warship might
accompany the M/V Rachel Corrie, one of the next boats scheduled to
arrive in the IHH convoy. Both MFA Acting U/S Cevikoz and the
Turkish Navy denied this rumor. When PM Erdogan was questioned
about the rumor, he told the press that the idea was "out of the
question."

MORE PROTESTS EXPECTED

5. (SBU) In Ankara, between 100-200 protestors continue to gather
outside of the Israeli Embassy and the Israeli Ambassador's
residence. On Sunday a group of NGOs plan a protest in downtown
Ankara that organizers estimate will attract up to 80,000 people,
while the police believe the number will be closer to 20,000.

B1,NR
7. (SBU) In Istanbul, the ceremony for the bodies of the deceased
victims of the attack on the flotilla -- their coffins draped in
Turkish and Palestinian flags and ribbons in Arabic saying "there
is no God but God and Muhammad is the Prophet of God" -- was widely
televised and Turkish press reported tens of thousands of people
attended.
8. (C) B1
9. (sBU) | B6
e as

not issued a call for supporters to turn out for protests. AKP
members instead, they claimed, have attended protests to reinforce
their position as leaders, to draw attention from opposition
political parties, and to deliver a message that people should act
with calm and common sense and refrain from violent acts.

UNCLASSIFIED
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How the US is Playing/Related News [JNCLASSIFIED

1. Semdinli Attacks/Escalating PKK Terror

Turkish media was focused on the PKK attacks over the weekend, with
Monday's papers beginning to sort out the why behind the news of
the attacks, which left 11 soldiers dead, and widely reporting the
US response to charges of a drop in intelligence sharing on the
PKK. A search for scapegoats began with NTV's primetime program on
Saturday featuring retired general Necati Ozgen. He suggested that
the recent tension with Israel and the US could have played a part
in the latest terrorist attacks. "Did the US provide intelligence
on this incident? No. It did not give the intelligence about this
big a group of terrorists." Sunday's mainstream Milliyet suggested
that the US might have cut the exchange of hot intelligence with
Turkey following the flotilla crisis with Israel and Turkish
unwillingness to give support to UN sanctions against Iran. TV and
commentary focused on the question of why such a large group could
be missed.

2. US-Turkey Intelligence Sharing: Nothing Has Changed

CNNTurk, NTV and other online services picked up and used the
3-pronged US statement on Sunday, and papers widely reported it
again Monday morning, that there was "no change in our cooperation,
we stand ready to urgently review any new requests from the Turkish
government and military, and that America shares in Turkey's
grief." Mainstream Sabah in "US Says They Were Heroes" emphasizes
"that in the sharing of information, nothing has changed."
Islamist-oriented Zaman says "USA: 'No Question on Intelligence
Sharing',"” while CNN Turk headlines "Terror Intelligence
Announcement from the US." Hurriyet Daily News on 6/20-21 headlined
" US Ready to Offer More Aid Against the PKK," and prominently
reported the US statements on 6/20. All major papers reported that
TGS Chief Basbug had corrected the numbers of PKK terrorists
involved in the raid from 250 down to 57, with only 23 returning
back across the border. Ministry of Foreign Affairs sources were
quoted as well, noting they had "not seen any signal of a breakdown
with the US either in political or military terms." Leftist Taraf
in a front-page headline highlights "America Provided Intelligence"
and reports that "there were no faults in the exchange of
intelligence."

3. President Gul Convenes Security Summit in Ankara

NTV, CNNTurk and print media report a security summit will be held
at the Presidency by President Gul today with PM Erdogan, Deputy PM
Cicek, Interior Minister Atalay, Defense Minister Gonul, Land
Forces Commander Gen Kosaner, Jandarma Commander Gen Isik and MIT
U/S Fidan to discuss the terrorist attack in Semdinli. Mainstream

UNCLASSIFIED
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Vatan notes TGS Chief Basbug is not going to participate in the

meeting because he was scheduled to go to Canakkale. Mainstream UN

Hurriyet reports that PM Erdogan will convene the cabinet to CLASSIFIED
discuss. The agenda will include whether or not US-Turkey

intelligence sharing is sufficient, next steps for the Democratic

Opening, whether intelligence on PKK actions in Northern Irag is
insufficient, what resources are needed, and what economic and
social steps are needed to stabilize situation in the southeast. In
"Ankara Works to Find Settlement," leftist-nationalist Cumhuriyet
reports on President Gul's security summit and notes specialists,
statements that "Turkey should formulate a policy that rises above
the differences between the political parties." Leftist Taraf
writes in "Gul Will Ask for an Explanation," that "President Gul
will ask the military and the government to give an accounting for
the PKK attack on such a well-protected security post.”

Commentary: In the Wake of the PKK Attacks and new AGR Pressures
in US

4. In "Mission Impossible" in Zaman, Ali Aslan reviews recent
events and says "Turkey should be able solve the conflicts without
need of others interfering with its active diplomacy. I think it's
not a 'mission impossible.' The main issue is Turkey's style of
solving conflicts -- for instance, regarding Iran, it puts the
emphasis on diplomacy over sanctions. It's not a surprise that
Secretary Clinton met a visiting TUSIAD group while the AK Party
delegation was in Washington. Americans calculated that this would
encourage the AK Party opponents in Turkey. It was also
'meaningful' that no official from the US Administration
participated in Ambassador Namik Tan's address at the Middle East
Institute. By doing so, the US government is giving 'subtle
messages' that there could be a 'lightening of relations.' The AK
Party should not be too sensitive about criticism of its foreign
policy. Stephen Kinzer said Turkey should not act like the US in
foreign policy, but rather stay the course for a
non-confrontational approach. We should listen to him."

5. Mehmet Barlas opines in Sabah: "Turkey needs to ask tough
questions about its involvement with Afghanistan and Irag if
information sharing with the US doesn't continue. Because things
have changed. With regard to Afghanistan, we need to ask why
Turkish soldiers are there. On terrorist infiltrations from
northern Irag, we have to ask, do we stay in the dark if the US
doesn't give us information? Even if Turkey is not the center of
the world, it has become one of the world's players with its share
of the troubles."

6. Milliyet columnist Kadri Guzel writes: "The AK Party government
has failed on the issues of Irag, the Kurdish and Armenian
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problems, on Iran and lately on Israel. PM Erdogan has failed in
the 'model partnership' with the US. The Obama Administration
looked for three answers from Turkey, and only received negative
responses on Iran, Armenian Protocols, and relations with Israel.
I think this is the Erdogan model of standing tall."

7. Ali Bulac questions in Zaman whether it would be right for
Turkey to attempt leadership in the Middle East when Ankara's
military and defense systems are heavily dependent on the US, and
indirectly, on Israel. "Turkey has its own ongoing problems with
the PKK, which has cost 50,000 lives in 30 years. Turkey is also
'alien' to the Islamic as well as the Middle Eastern worlds.
Carrying the social and cultural norms of the Western world into
the Middle East via Turkish 'soap operas' and a kind of
'authoritarian secularism' to transform the region won't benefit
Turkey."

8. Omer Taspinar of the Brookings Institute writes in Sabah: "The
Obama Administration doesn't want to spoil relations with Turkey

completely. Limits would be overstepped if the US Congress adopts
the AGR, or if arms sales to Turkey are suspended. The
Administration, while trying to calm down the Congress, will pursue
a give-and-take relationship with Turkey by establishing a
'transactional partnership' instead of 'strategic partnership.'
Mutual interests will be put on the table, and both sides will seek
compromises. Turkey must come to the table strong; Ankara must
come to a point where it won't need Washington regarding the
Armenian problem and the struggle against the PKK. Only then will
Washington see Turkey as a true regional power. Is Turkey ready
for such democratization in both issues?”

9. "No Vote Slap in the Face of US" (Cumhuriyet)

Leftist-nationalist Cumhuriyet features an interview with
Pentagon-affiliated RAND think tanker and EU expert Steven
Larrabee who says the "AK Party vote on Iran sanctions was a slap
in the face to the United States." As a result, says Larrabee,
there's a high possibility of the passage of AGR in the US
Congress. "If AGR passes, this could be an issue of huge
disagreement between the US and Turkey," emphasizing that
the"escalating crisis between Turkey and Israel may cause serious
consequences." Larrabee warned that "imagining an Israel supporting
the PKK would only worsen the situation in the Middle East." He
called the Israeli raid on Gaza aid flotilla, "a diplomatic
fiasco."

In the Headlines

10. Erdogan On PKK: They Can't Win

UNCLASSIFIED
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All papers prominently report on PM Erdogan's speech at the
military ceremony held in Van in honor of the eleven soldiers
killed in the weekend's PKK attacks and his visit to the nearby
border outpost. Mainstream Haberturk in a large banner headline
declares "They Can't Win" and highlights and quotes Erdogan: "The
traitors will not be able to win. They will melt away in their own
darkness. They will dry out in their own swamps. They will drown
in their own blood." Articles highlighting Erdogan's visit to the
outpost note that the soldiers ceased fire on infiltrators thinking
that they might be shepherds or smugglers. In a widely quoted
passage, Erdogan talks about how the PKK acts as a subcontractor
and ominously threatens "we know who they are contracting for."

11. Commentary: "Is PKK a contractor of Israel" asks Asli
Aydintasbas in Milliyet, and questions whether Israel has a hand in
recent terror attacks in Turkey. "Some figures in the Turkish
government either hold Israel responsible for the PKK attacks, or
are not uneasy with such a perception prevailing in the public,
since general elections are approaching. The support Israel is
giving to the PKK's offshoot PJAK fighting against Iran is a
concern for Turkey. Western diplomats do not deny such a tie, but
they think the Israeli support does not extend as far as the PKK.

A high level Turkish source says the latest PKK attacks were made
to get 'Israel's attention.’' Today, Ankara is friends with Barzani
but is warring with the PKK, has animosity with Israel and a close
friendship with Iran. While the cards are reshuffled, only the PKK
benefits from this picture.”

12. Iraqi FM Criticizes Turkish Incursion intoc Northern Irag
(Radikal)

Radikal reports the Iragi FM Hoshyar Zebari has criticized the
"unilateral cross border Turkish military operation” into northern
Irag, saying the three-party security committee between Turkey,

Irag and the US have been "put aside." Zebari also recalled that
Turkey was continuing air bombardments for months, which had been a
"violation of Iraq's independence, sovereignty and good
neighborhood relations." "We are capable of filling the vacuum
when US forces withdraw in August, and we won't accept any country
do it for us. We cannot turn a blind eye to the cross-border
attacks staged by the PKK, but Turkey's bombings will not solve
this problem," said Zebari.

13. TUSIAD To Irag In July
Mainstream Sabah Sunday in "Reciprocal Visit with Investments"

highlights an upcoming July visit to northern Irag by
representatives of the Turkish Industrialists' and Businessmen's

UNCLASSIFIED
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Association (TUSIAD) following Barzani's Turkey visit. Sabah notes
plans to open bank branches in Northern Iraqg, start regular flights

and explore investment opportunities for leading Turkish companies
Borusan, Eczacibasi and Acibadem.
JEFFREY
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1. (C) SUMMARY. The Israeli Embassy told us June 28 it
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2 (C) In a June 28 discussion, Israeli Embassyl
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Ties to Kurds
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IHH

9. (U)l;l said IHH's President, Bulent Yildirm, intrigued
Israelis during an otherwise contentious interview on Israeli
television yesterday by saying his NGO's new goal is to achieve the
release both of Palestinians imprisoned by Israel and Israeli
soldier Gilad Shalit, who was kidnapped in 2006 and is now believed
held by HAMAS. Speaking personally,:speculated the GoI
might be receptive to a discreet GoT offer to use its
flotilla-burnished credentials with HAMAS to gain access to Shalit
and confirm he is in reasonably good health.

JEFFREY
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1. (S) Your visit to Turkey to witness the handover of command from
current CHOD GEN Ilker Basbug to the incoming GEN Isik Kosaner
gives you an opportunity to| |
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Israel/Gaza

12. (S) Traditionally Israel's closest regional ally, Turkey's
relationship remains on shaky ground following several incidents,
the most recent of which was the death of eight Turkish citizens
(ninth casualty was an American) onboard the "Free Gaza Flotilla."
The event brought a firestorm of GOT and public criticism and has
left the relationship in tatters. |

Iran Sanctions
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1. (S) Your visit to Turkey occurs one week after CHOD Isik Kosaner
takes command on August 27, a ceremony which ADM Stavridis will
attend. | |
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Israel/Gaza

13. (S) Traditionally Israel's closest regional ally, Turkey's
relationship remains on shaky ground following several incidents,
the most recent of which was the death of eight Turkish citizens
(the ninth casualty was an American) onboard the "Free Gaza
Flotilla." The event brought a firestorm of GOT and public

criticism and has left the relationship in tatters. [

Irxran Sanctions
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NR
€ media covered the
Israeli interception of the Mavi Marmara, a Turkish flagged
participant in the May 31 "Free Gaza flotilla" with jingoistic
brio. The funerals of those killed, including the one
Turkish-American, received extensive and even morbid coverage.
NR
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Israel; Davutoglu on Sudan: Will Recognize South if Divided;

Erdogan To Go To Athens Climate Summit

US Embassy Ankara - Turkey Media Reaction - October 14, 2010 as

prepared by the Public Affairs Information Office

How the US is Playing/Related News

US Passes the Ball to Ankara in Missile Shield Project (Yeni Safak)
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Media widely report US Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense James
Townsend told a gathering at the Atlantic Council that they wanted
Turkey to host components of the missile shield system project.
Mainstream Vatan headlines "A New Headache for Turkey" and
mainstream Milliyet calls it "US Missile Shield Pressure on Turkey"
with both announcing the system will be the most important item on
the November NATO summit in Lisbon. In "Ankara Will Make Two
Decisions," Hurriyet reports Townsend said Turkey has to decide
whether to accept or reject the deployment of a NATO missile
defense capability and then Turkey must decide what kind of a role
it will play in the missile shield system. "We look at where the
ballistic-missile threats can come from and Turkey seems to be very
much along the front lines. 1In terms of geography, Turkey would be
a good place to have some capability,"” Townsend is quoted as saying
by Hurriyet.

Leftist-nationalist Cumhuriyet reports Townsend said he didn't
believe Turkey was reluctant to see deployment of the system on its
soil while Liberal Radikal reports Ankara has two objections, that
the project depicts Turkey's neighbors Iran and Syria as a threat,
and it does not protect the entire country. Mainstream Vatan
agrees that Turkey hesitates because of its close ties with Iran
and adds the project was also likely to anger Russia. However, FM
Davutoglu said "We will assess together what can be done to agree
on a common strategy within the alliance system," according to
Hurriyet and Cumhuriyet.

Commentary: Missile Shield System-Turkey

Deniz Zeyrek in Radikal: "The details of the missile defense
project such as which parts of the system would be deployed in
Turkey, and whether they would be radars or hunter missiles, were
not clarified in the meetings between Ankara and the American
officials. Ankara has conveyed to Americans its concerns that the
system should not be shown as being implemented against the threats
that might come from Iran and Syria, which would make Turkey a
target, and that the system will not protect entire Turkey from
ballistic missile attacks, which makes it meaningless for Turkey to
host it. The US Defense Department official James Townsend said
Turkish officials were thinking about the system in detail, and are
aware of the importance of it. 'Turks want to see how much the
system fits with their political calculations in the region, and
try to strike a balance,' said Townsend.'"

Commentary: "New Enemies Sought for NATO"
Akif Emre in Yeni Safak: "The threat perception seen in the first
strategic vision developed in NATO after the collapse of the Soviet

system had been directed toward the Muslim world. The invasion of
Afghanistan was based on article 5 in NATO; a country was drowned
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in blood and fire with the slogan 'Global fight against religious

terror.' The US is withdrawing from Irag, but it's a matter of

debate whether this is a defeat or not. The US pulls out of Iraqg

in the sense it pulled out of Kosovo, with strategic goals UNCLASSIFIED
attained. A military structure is built which can control the
energy resources in the Middle East. By pulling India to its side,
the US can launch destabilization attempts in Afghanistan and
Pakistan freely. All these do not mean that everything is under
the control of the US. The basic issue for NATO is whether it will
be able to invent new enemies, in the sense the Alliance has so far
legitimized its strategic concept against Islamic terror."

In the Headlines

Erdogan: "Turkey Will Build Lasting Structures in Pakistan”
(Hurriyet)

All media report Prime Minister Erdogan went to Pakistan, in a
visit which was delayed because of the constitutional referendum in
Turkey. Erdogan delivered a speech in Multan province during the
opening of the 1600 prefabricated "Mevlana Houses" built by the
Turkish Red Crescent (Kizilay), and gave messages to Israel,
reports Cumhuriyet. Erdogan said Israel needs to apologize for the
raid on a Turkish-led humanitarian aid flotilla to Gaza, and to pay
compensation. "If not, Israel is doomed to remain alone in the
region," said Erdogan. He said the EU abstained and the US sided
with Israel regarding a report on the raid issued by the Human
Rights Committee in Geneva, whereas 30 countries blamed Tel Aviv.
Hurriyet reports Erdogan said the tents and containers were
"temporary," and that Turkey wanted to leave behind lasting
structures in Pakistan.

Davutoglu: "Sudanese Sides Must Continue Ties Even in Case of
Division" (Zaman)

Islamist-oriented Zaman reports Foreign Minister Davutoglu met with
his Sudanese counterpart Ali Ahmed Karti in Ankara. The two
ministers defended Sudan's unity, but stressed a possible
disintegration decision in an upcoming referendum should be treated
peacefully and in a just manner. Ankara will recognize south Sudan
in case that is the decision, and is preparing to open a consulate
general in the south according to Zaman. The paper added that
Karti said Sudan would not object to Ankara recognizing the south.

Erdogan To Go To Athens Climate Summit
Mainstream Sabah in "A 'First Class' Invitation for Erdogan"

reports PM Papandreou's invitation to PM Erdogan to join the
Mediterranean Climate Summit to be held in Greece on October 22 as
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a "guest of honor ." Erdogan has accepted according to Sabah and
in addition to speaking on "preserving the Mediterranean for the

future generations" will sign a declaration on cooperation in the
fight against climate change. Mainstream Milliyet notes that

Israeli PM Netanyahu who was also invited is unlikely to attend UNCLASSIFIED

because of the likelihood of being targeted for criticism by
Palestinian and Arab country participants.

Commentary: Iran-Armenia Develop Ties

Fikret Ertan in Zaman: "The Speaker of the Iranian Assembly, Ali
Larijani, paid a visit to Yerevan over the weekend. Larijani said
Iran wanted to expand the existing comprehensive ties with Armenia
whereas the Armenian FM Nalbandian stressed the visit would broaden
the grounds for cooperation. Armenia-Iran relations have reached
new dimensions in transportation and energy. There is no political
problem between the sides, and Iran wants very much to act as an
intermediary on the Karabakh problem."

Correction: The portion of the 10/13 MR story on U/S McHale's visit
to Turkey attributed to Posta actually ran in Sabah.
SILLIMAN
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SUBJECT: Turkish Media Wikileaks, Iran, Missile Defense - Oct 25,
2010

Media Highlights: Turkey WikiLeaks Irag; U/S Levey Says Turkey
Should Not Give Iran; Turkey Mulling Missile Shield; US Involved
in Mavi Marmara Flotilla Debate; Turkey-Greece Close to Agreement
on Aegean Dispute; Dogan Sells Gas Franchise to OMV; Headscarf
Debates; Divorce in Turkey on the Rise; Heritage Says Armenian Site
Threatened in Ani

US Embassy Ankara - Turkey Media Reaction - October 25, 2010 as
prepared by the Public Affairs Information Office

How the US is Playing/Related News
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WikiLeaks Reveals Dungeons of Torture in Iraqg (Millivet)

In the most substantial coverage to date, all Turkish papers
prominently report the Wikileaks snafu, with most reporting that
there are numerous links to Turkey amongst the 400,000 leaked
documents and that Wikileaks founder Julian Assange has promised
more to come. In "Dungeons of Torture," Milliyet reports that the
Iragi police and army as well as the insurgents had set up
underground "torture rooms" in which the captives had been
mistreated with "chains, whips and electric saws." Milliyet says
the documents show American soldiers were ordered to report all
mistreatment made by the Iragi officials, but that no
investigations have been launched, and highlights that Amnesty
International (AI) has said the US has vioclated the Geneva
Convention on Torture by handing over thousands of prisoners to
Iragi authorities while withdrawing from Iraqg. "The US Alone in
Its Fight Against Wikileaks," headlines Radikal, saying that legal
figures, human rights organizations and the British deputy PM have
publically supported WikilLeaks decision to release the documents.
Today's Zaman headlines '"Leaked Documents Show US Military Sees the
PKK as 'Freedom Fighters'" and in highlighting one document that
discusses the detainment and release of a PKK "propaganda worker,"
comments that the timing came shortly after the Turkish
Parliament’'s decision in 2003 not to allow the US to deploy troops
in Turkey to attack Irag. Hurriyet Daily News (HDN) headlines
"Leaked Irag War Documents Include Turkey File" and provides a
laundry list of Turkey-related documents, such as one document that
said insurgents who orchestrated the explosion of a bridge near
Baghdad were "financed by Turkey." Weekend papers report Assange
said at a press conference on Friday: "We also have plenty of
documents related to Turkey's EU membership negotiations. We must
be very careful while assessing them and the documents must be
translated literally." Zaman reports that Turkey is mentioned in
128 of the leaded documents so far. Meanwhile, in "Mr Leaks Burn
al-Maliki," Hurriyet reports the documents put the United Kingdom
and the former Iragi PM al-Maliki in a difficult position, opining
that "Iraqgi dailies close to al-Maliki said the leak had been a
political campaign against al-Maliki, and Maliki is looking for
support from regional countries, including Turkey, regarding his
efforts to become the PM again."

Levey Visit: Turkey Shouldn't be Iran's Assurance (Cumhuriyet)

In its lead, above-the-fold front page story, Cumhuriyet takes a
reflective view of the 10/21 visit of Treasury U/S Stuart Levey,
his criticism of Turkey's plan to "triple trade with Tehran," and
observation that "Iran sees Turkey as a safety valve and this
endangers the success of international sanctions." Cumhuriyet says
that Levey underscored the need by Turkish banks for guidance on
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both UN and US sanctions, and points out that Iran's Bank Mellat

(which does business in Turkey) is on the black list of major trade

partners such as those in the EU. Levey underlines the need for a

better dialog between Turkey and the US on sanctions. UNCLASSIFIED

US/NATO: Turkey Mulling Missile Shield (Zaman, HaberTurk, Sabah)

Several Turkish news outlets grapple with how the proposed "Phased
Adaptive Approach" missile shield project for NATO will impact
Turkey. In 'Concerned Ankara Has Three Questions on Missile
Shield," mainstream Haberturk highlights three concerns: "Will the
system protect Eastern Anatolia; will it be used to protect Israel;
what happens if Israel attacks Turkey?" HaberTurk highlights that
US officials have given Turkey assurance about her concerns and
that the system will be used only by NATO members. In "Ankara
Asked for Assurances About Israel," Zaman underlines that the "US
guarantees only NATO members will be a part of the system," and
notes "immediate access to the information obtained from radar is a
must for Turkey and the US agrees on this in principle." Regarding
any attacks on Turkey, from Israel or other countries, Zaman
underlines that the "US reassures Turkey by reminding of the
protection aspects of NATO's Article 5. The US alsc comforts Turkey
by suppeorting the Montreux Agreement and by remaining firm on
placing ships carrying the missile shield in the Black sea. In
"Operation: Trapping Turkey" influential columnist Serdar Turgut of
HaberTurk writes about the risks of the missile shield defense
system for Turkey. He argues the system is a 'smart trap' for
Turkey, planned by US and backed by Israel. Turgut mentions "If
Turkey says yes to missile system, it will harm Turkish foreign
policy and weaken its credibility. If Turkey says no, there will be
a crisis within NATO and some might question Turkey's membership."
Meanwhile, Sabah reports that the proposed NATO missile shield
system will be the top agenda item at Turkey's 10/27 national
security council meeting.

In the Headlines
"Mavi Marmara Was on Its Way to Egypt" (Milliyet)

Mainstream Milliyet's Asli Aydintasbas reexamines the underpinnings
of Turkey's position on the tragic Gaza Aid flotilla, and sheds new
light on understandings she claims were made by the countries
involved before the convoy departed. She writes that following
"heavy diplomacy traffic amongst Turkey, Israel and the US three
days before the attack on Mavi Marmara (MM), it was agreed that the
flotilla would cast anchor in Egypt's port city of al-Arish"
instead of Gaza and that all parties involved knew about the route.
Aydintasbas writes that the MM crew, in an attempt to reduce
conflict by irate IHH passengers on board, had stored away possible
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weapons - electrical equipment and chains - but that "things went
out of control at the last minute," leading to the attack. Given
the pre agreement, she asserts that "this could bring brand new
legal consequences to Israel." She notes that former US Ambassador
to Turkey James Jeffrey met Undersecretary Sinirlioglu on the UNCLASSIFIED
morning of May 28. Jeffrey conveyed the US concern that the
flotilla could cause a crisis and warned that Israel would conduct
an operation. U/S Sinirlioglu in turn said that IHH (which
sponsored the flotilla) was not a government controlled NGO, but
had agreed to reroute to al-Arish. Washington was relieved with
that news." Meanwhile mainstream Hurriyet reports that Israel's
top general said in testimony on Sunday that Israelis fired 308
live bullets aboard Mavi Marmara in May at passengers, and that 70
bullets were designed to harm. Lt Gen Gabi Ashkenazi defended the
Navy's killing of nine Turkish activists on the aid ship as
"unavoidable."

Extensive Solution In Aegean Close (Sabah)

Pro-government Sabah gives extemnsive front page coverage to the
reports in the Greek media that Turkey and Greece were close to
settlement on Aegean disputes. According to Sabah, Turkish and
Greek prime ministers have agreed in principle on a solution that
would end a long-standing dispute between the two countries over
the territorial waters in the Aegean. Sabah says "Greece will
extend its territorial waters to 12 miles in the Ionian Sea and the
Mediterranean but will limit it to six to ten miles for the Greek
islands in the Aegean.”

Dogan Sells Gas Station Chain: All media reported over the weekend
that OMV, central Europe's biggest oil company, has agreed to take
over Turkey's biggest fuel retailer for 1 billion euros ($1.4
billion) to tap faster growth in emerging markets. OMV will buy
Dogan Holding's 54.17 percent holding in Petrol Ofisi, boosting its
stake to 95.75 percent from 41.58 percent, according to a statement
on Friday, after markets closed. Before completion, likely within
three months, Petrol Ofisi will distribute $488 million in
dividends to shareholders, with $203 million going to OMV, $265
million to Dogan and $21 million to free-float investors.

Commentary: Headscarf Debate in Turkey

Weekend media focused on the continuing debates regarding the
wearing of headscarves in universities and schools in Turkey.

Semih Idiz adds perspective in Milliyet: "In Turkey, we are not
debating the headscarf but our ignorance and backwardness. This
has got nothing to do with being religious or not but the education
level of the society. We cannot solve this problem without
developing an education system which would be contemporary, free,
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non-biased and truly secular, and which would be focused on human
rights. As we all witness, it is not being resolved."”

UNCLASSIFIED

Divorce in Turkey on the Rise (Zaman)

Zaman reports that the Prime Ministry Family Research Council had
determined that the divorce rate in Turkey posted a 40 percent
increase in the last decade, affecting 1.5 million people. The new
report says that divorce rates in the eastern and southeastern
Anatolia regions increased for the first time in history and that
Izmir held the record in the rate of increase in divorce rates with
2.5 percent; the average across the country was 1.4 percent.

Global Heritage Fund: Ani in Danger (Zaman)

The Ani ruins out in Kars are on the verge of vanishing due to
neglect, according to a new report. The San Francisco-based Glcbal
Heritage Fund (GHF) has identified Turkey's Ani as among the top 12
of the most at risk in 200 heritage sites located in developing
nations. According to the GHF report, many of Ani's remaining 1l1lth
century buildings are on the brink of collapse due to wear and tear
caused by regular picnickers and homeless people who take shelter
in its buildings.

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.
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SUBJECT: Turkish Media Reaction: Wikileaks, Israel and Pharma -
December 7, 2010

1l.Media Highlights for December 7: Wikileaks Founder Arrested;
Wikileak's Three Important Turkish Companies; Embassy POL Counselor
was Wiki Cable Writer; Davutoglu Wants Ottoman Commonwealth; US
Pharma Accused of Using Turkey as Deadly Backyard; Fire Diplomacy:
Turkey-Israel Seek 'Apology Formula'; Commentary on Turkey, Israel;
Sinirlioglu on Iran Sanctions; Student Loses Baby in Police
Violence

How the US is Playing/Related News

2. Wikileaks Flash: CNN Turk and all other broadcast media
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reported at 12:30 pm that Wikileaks founder Julian Assange has been

arrested in the UK. UNCLASSIFIED

3. Three Important Turkish Companies for the US (Hurriyet)

Turkish media give extensive front page coverage to the list
released by Wikileaks on places and companies vital to US natiocnal
security interests -- with lots of collective head scratching as to
why three Turkish companies were included. Hurriyet says "the list
begins with a cobalt mine in Congoc and refers to various locations
in Europe. The straits in Turkey, Baku-Ceyhan oil pipeline and
three Turkish metal producer companies Durmazlar, Baykal and
Ermaksan are among important factors for the US." Mainstream Vatan
in "Three Favorite Turkish Companies of the US," highlights "leaked
US cable names three Turkish companies on national security vitals
list." Liberal Radikal headlines "Three Companies Critical for the
US," and notes "the three giant companies are operating in defense
industry in Bursa,'" noting that the Baykal factory took part in
construction of the Freedom Towers in NY. Mainstream Haberturk in
its center fold page headlines "Companies That Uncle Sam is Curious
About," and lists critical locations of US interest around the
world. Meanwhile, pro-government Sabah in "What Are We Doing in
Wikileaks?" says "three Turkish companies listed on the new
document released were shocked to be included in such a list."
Mainstream Milliyet in "Companies Shocked With It,"” notes that "one
company was happy, two were tense about the list."

4. Commentary: Wikileaks Disclosures and Turkish Press

Ibrahim Karagul in Yeni Safak: "In 2005, my paper Yeni Safak had
been the first to report about the torture and human rights
violations committed by the US army in Iraqg. Hell broke loose, and
the US Embassy and Ambassador Edelman, enraged, launched a counter
attack. Turkish columnists followed suit, and launched heavy
accusations against us. Yeni Safak managers were put undex
enormous pressure. Some circles in Turkey were carrying out a
lynch campaign on behalf of Edelman, demanding an end to my columns
in the paper. Turkey's media was almost managed by the US Embassy.
In those days, the claim that Americans gave considerable amounts
of money to the media was discussed. I hope that the next batch of
WikiLeaks revelations will mention those who have received money
from the Americans.”

5. Wikileaks: "Target Counselor was Mr. John" (Aksam)

In a center front page story with photo, tabloid Aksam says former
Ambassador Edelman in recent interviews pointed to former Political
Counselor John Kunstadter as the writer of leaked cables that
report on PM Erdogan's alleged bank accounts in Swiss Banks.

Aksam says: "Journalists and politicians knew him very well" and
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reminds its readers that Kunstadter was also mentioned in 2004

media reports regarding fake coup plans that were circulating.

Aksam notes that Kunstadter retired five years ago and that

according to gossip, he was working for the US intelligence [JNCLASSIFIED
service.

US Pharmaceutical: Backyard of Deadly Experiments (Milliyet)

Mainstream Milliyet, in its banner story on its front page, recaps
Vanity Fair's January article on American medical companies and
their experiments abroad. In "Backyard of Deadly Experiments"
Milliyet reports Turkey is one of the countries used by US medical
companies to conduct clinical trials for new drugs. The article
says "When pharmaceutical companies do not get FDA approval in US,
they conduct clinical trials in other countries including Turkey,
China and India. Subjects in those countries are cheaper and even
if the experiments fail there are fewer problems." Milliyet focuses
on the claims that suggest the because trials are likely to harm
subjects, US pharmaceutical companies choose poor countries where
the subjects are more unaware. According to Milliyet, Turkish
Ministry of Health approved many of the trials and, in fact, a
recent trial concerned schizophrenia treatment. The article says
"One of the US companies that conducts trials in Turkey loocked for
physically strong male subjects in Istanbul, Adana, Samsun and
Manisa between 18-65 years old." Turkish Ministry of Health denied
that American companies conduct clinical trials in Turkey and teold
Milliyet that it is forbidden to pay for subjects. but Journal of
Clinical Studies underlines it becomes easier to conduct
experiments in Turkey with the new legislation.

6. Washington Post: "Ottoman Commonwealth" (Milliyet)

Milliyet on its front page recaps the Washington Post's spotlight
on Turkey on 12/6, including highlights of FM Davutoglu's recent
comments and recent Wikileak releases. Milliyet plays up
Davutoglu's comment that "Britain has a commonwealth with its
former colonies. Why shouldn't Turkey rebuild its leadership in
former Ottoman lands of the Balkans, Middle East and Central Asia?"
In "Ottoman Commonwealth" Milliyet underlines WP's Jackscon Diehl's
observations whether Turkey is still really an ally of US. The
paper alsc mentions the clash
<http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/01/world/middleeast/01flotilla.html
?_r=1> between Israeli commandos and Turkish Islamic activists off
the coast of the Gaza Strip in May and adds Davutoglu suggested "It
was the Turkish 9/11." In "Cables Capture Turkey," liberal Vatan
also recaps the WP story and reports Ambassador Jeffrey cable: [At
the end of the day we will have to live with a Turkey whose
population is propelling much of what we see. This calls for an
issue-by-issue approach and recognition that Turkey will often go
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its own way. The current cast of political leaders, have a special
yen for destructive drama and rhetoric. But we see no one better on
the horizon, and Turkey will remain a complicated blend of world
class 'Western' institutions, competencies and orientation,

Middle Eastern culture and religioen.] an%NCLASSIFIED

7. Wikileaks: Turkey is The Kindest (Sabah): Conservative and
pro-government media are playing down the Wikileaks scandal, or are
selective in highlighting positive revelations from leaked cables.
Pro-government Sabah, in "Turkey is The Kindest" focuses on
Secretary Gates's meeting with Iragi President Talabani in Dec. 10,
2009. Sabah reports Jalal Talabani
<http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/t/jalal
_talabani/index.html?inline=nyt-per> said ["All Iraq's neighboxs
were interfering, albeit in different ways, the Gulf and Saudi
Arabia with money, Iran with money and political influence, and the
Syrians by all means. The Turks are 'polite' in their interference,
but continue their attempts to influence Iraqg's Turkmen community
and Sunnis in Mosul."] The article also mentions Dec.14 2009 cable
where Talabani describes Iragi relation with Turkey as 'perfect'.
Meanwhile, Islamist Zaman and Today's Zaman ignores Wikileaks on
its front pages for the second day, but comments inside in
"WikiLeaks Quake Fails to Jolt Mideast" that "while hundreds of
thousands of US State Department documents leaked last week have
sent shockwaves across most of the world, as the disclosures
revealed a hidden world of backstage international diplomacy, the

disclosures have resulted in superficial coverage in most Middle
Eastern countries."

8. Wikileaks: "Sinirlioglu: Sanctions Will Damage Us" (Radikal)

Liberal Radikal today reports on the cable released by Wikileaks on
a meeting between MFA U/S Sinirlioglu and his counterpart William
Burns on the sidelines of "Common Vision and Structured Dialogue"
meetings. According to Wikileaks, during the session dated February
8, 2010, Burns persistently invited Turkey to join efforts on
Iran's nuclear policy mistakes. Sinirlioglu in response said a
military operation could harm Turkey and sanctions would give
damage to Turkey. Citing a cable by Amb. Jeffrey, Radikal says
"Sinirlioglu was discouraged when Burns continued to defend the
sanctions, but finally accepted that Iran was perceived as a threat
in the region."

In the Headlines
9. Turkey, Israel Seek 'Apology Formula' in Geneva (Sabah)

Mainstream Hurriyet says that the Turkish Foreign Ministry (MFA)
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Undersecretary Feridun Sinirlioglu and Joseph Ciechanover, a senior
Israeli diplomat from the UN committee formed to probe the Gaza
flotilla raid, have held their second meeting in Geneva on Monday
morning. In "Turkey, Israel Meet for a Second Time," Hurriyet
comments that yesterday's meeting showed that the two countries UNCLASSIFIED
were willing to solve the disagreements between them. In a major
inside spread, mainstream, pro-government Sabah says Turkey has
eight demands, including a formal apology, while Israel offers to
convey its regret to the Turkish public and the relatives of the
victims of the flotilla raid. Hurriyet says Turkey would not press
for a formal apocleogy and would accept it if Israel apologizes to
the families of the victims. In "Celikkol Formula for Apology,”
leftist-nationalist Cumhuriyet says that according to a draft
discussed at the meeting, Israel will apologize and will pay
compensations to the families of the victims, not to the Turkish
state. Cumhuriyet notes that the same formula was used when
Turkish Ambassador Oguz Celikkol was summoned to the Israeli
Foreign Ministry and was made to sit in a low chair while Israeli
officials were sitting in high chairs. After the scandal, Israeli
Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon apolegized to the Turkish
ambassador, and not to Turkey. Cumhuriyet claims the decision for
the meeting of Turkish and Israeli diplomats in Geneva was taken
after Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu phoned Turkish officials to
express his gratitude for Turkish support in the firefighting
operations.

10. Commentary: Turkey and Israel

Cengiz Candar in Radikal: "In the Middle East, the positions of
Turkey anQrael do not overlap, but clash. Israel must accept
Turkey as a regional power and must place itself in a secondary
position in matters concerning Turkey. The ongoing conflict
between Israel and Turkey has caused problems in Turkey's ties with
the US; it has also 'isolated' Israel in international politiecs and
in the region. Turkey can survive its troubles with the US, but
Israel cannot continue in international isolation. We must bear in
mind this larger picture when Turkey and Israel are working to put
their relationship back on track."

Erdal Guven in Radikal: "Turkey's PM has made beating Israel a
daily routine. PM Erdogan's popularity rises whenever he lashes
out at Israel, and not only in Turkey but in the Middle East as
well. Moreover, Turkey's worsening ties with Israel doesn't cost
Ankara much. Erdogan will not cobject to a betterment of ties with

Israel because Tel Aviv will eventually apologize and pay
compensation to Turkey, which will give a boost to Erdogan's
popularity again. In this case, it wouldn't be wise for Erdogan to
immediately mend the fences with Israel with only a few months to
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general elections in Turkey. This is a win-win situation for
UNCLASSIFIED

Erdogan."

Hadi Uluengin in Hurriyet: "Turkey and Greece had drawn closer to
each other with Greece extending a helping hand after the
devastating August 1999 earthquake in Turkey. Now, another
'disaster diplomacy' is in the works for Israel and Turkey. Turkey
has made a timely and very positive effort by sending firefighting
planes to IsraelQhelp fight the Karmel fire. PM Netanyahu has
responded immediately by thanking to PM Erdogan. The mood in the
Israeli public and media has alsc changed in favor of Turkey. Both
sides must continue this disaster diplomacy skillfully without
disrupting it."

11. Student Loses Her Baby in Police Violence (Hurriyet)

Turkish papers continue reporting on police brutality when riot
police used "disproportionate force" in dispersing university
students who were protesting PM Erdogan meeting with university
rectors in Istanbul over the weekend. Police have used batons and
pepper spray and kicked the students ruthlessly when they fell
down. A pregnant student lost her baby when she was kicked by
policemen. Hurriyet reports opposition CHP lawmakers have filed
parliamentary motions requesting explanation to the charges that
female students taken into custody were sexually harassed by the
police. Papers report Turkey's chief EU negotiator Egemen Bagis
said it was the students who used disproportionate violence against
the police. Bagis said the youths of this country should not be
attacking the security forces "with sticks," report papers. Citing
official statistics, NTV reported that the number of women being
murdered in Turkey, in general, has zoomed.

US Embassy Ankara - Turkey Media Reaction - December 7, 2010 as

prepared by the Public Affairs Information Office
SILLIMAN
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SUBJECT: GoT Remains Silent After Lieberman/Davutoglu Joust
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(D)

1. (C) SUMMARY: The verbal jousting between Israeli FM Lieberman
and Turkish FM Davutoglu received wide press play in Turkey. The
spat was apparently triggered by Davutoglu’'s claims that Turkey,
but not Israel, has the political will to improve relations. FM
Lieberman responded with a vow that Israel will not apologize for
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Israel's deadly May 31 interdiction of the Mavi Marmara.

Bl

SUMMARY .

2. (U) Turkish media gave prominent coverage to the verbal jousting
between Israeli FM Lieberman and Turkish FM Davutoglu, apparently
triggered by Davutoglu's December 25 comments that Turkey has the
pelitical will to make peace with Israel, but that "the other side
does not have the same political will." Davutoglu's comments
suggesting a desire to improve relations after the deadly May 31
Mavi Marmara raid included another indirect criticism that
reportedly angered Lieberman. Referring to Turkey's dispatch of
two firefighting planes December 3 to battle wildfires in Israel
(reftel) , Davutoglu said, "It took us two minutes to decide to send
the firefighting planes.... Had the case been reversed, several
days would have passed until the coalition in Israel would have
agreed to send a plane."

3. (U) In response to Davutoglu's comments, Lieberman replied
December 26, "I cannot bear to hear lies and false accusations from
Turkey.... I am certain that if there is a disaster in Turkey,
Israel will assist immediately." Lieberman vowed that Israel would
not apologize to Turkey for the Mavi Marmara raid. Lieberman told
a meeting of Israel's ambassadors that Turkey's demand for an
apology "borders on chutzpah or beyond." "The ones to apologize
are the government of Turkey for supporting terror," Lieberman
said, adding "There will be no apology" from Israel. Israeli PM
Benjamin Netanyahu's office distanced itself from Lieberman's
statement saying it was only Lieberman's "personal opinion" and
that "Mr. Netanyahu is the only one who can express the position of
Israel."

4. (C)
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SUBJECT: Turkish Media Reaction for April 28, 2011

1. Turkey Media Highlights, April 28: Cohen: Close Bank Mellat in
Turkey; Hamas-Fatah Reconciliation; CHP Election Materials Promise
Moxre US Relations Balance; Second Flotilla Should Alsoc Go to Syria;
Commentary on Syria: Ankara Is Concerned; Hardening US Attitude; On
Ankaras Warning, Assad Pledges to Continue Reforms; State Minister
and Officers At Martyr Funeral in Church; PM Erdogans Crazy Project;
Council of Europe On Press Freedom, Very Concerned

How the US is Playing/Related News

2. Cohen: Close Bank Mellat in Turkey (Hurriyet) and Freeze Gaddafi
Assets

Turkish papers report in detail that Acting Treasury Under Secretary
David Cohen held contacts in Ankara and Istanbul to urge Turkish
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officials to restrict commercial and banking cooperation with Iran.
Mainstream Hurriyet reports Cohen held talks with government UNCLASSIFIED
officials and the banking sector, and made public warnings that
earlier had been delivered behind closed doors. In a backgrounder at
the US Consulate General in Istanbul, Cchen said it was vital that
Turkish banks refrain from doing business with any Iranian banks or
institutions suspected of proliferation activities. He said Bank
Mellat, Irans second largest state bank, had been judged to be
involved in illicit activity by the United States, European nations,
Japan, South Korea and others. In US Official Urges Turkey to Close
Bank Mellat, leftist-nationalist Cumhuriyet reports Cohen urged
Turkey to shut down Bank Mellat branches. While watching the
exciting developments in the region, we follow closely the steps Iran
needs to take regarding its nuclear program. We continue talks with
our allies such as Turkey for the implementation of sanctions against
Iran and also try to make new moves which would increase the pressure
on Tehran, Cumhuriyet quotes Cohen as saying. In Intense Financial
Pressure on Ankara, liberal Radikal reports Cchen asked the Turkish
government to restrict the activities of Bank Mellat in Istanbul,
Ankara and Izmir. In Iran Can Abuse Trade with Turkey, Islamist,
pro-government Zaman says Turkeys recently increasing trade with Iran
could help Tehran provide financial support to its nuclear program.
Cumhuriyet says the US has also asked Ankara to freeze Gaddafis
assets in Turkey. US socurces told the paper they would be surprised
if Gaddafi did not have assets in Turkey, and that they have asked
Ankara to mobilize its financial institutions to find these assets
and freeze them. In We Have Full Support of Turkey on Gaddafi
Assets, mainstream Milliyet reports Cohen said they have been assured
by the Turkish government and Turkish banks that they fully supported
the UN Security Council decision on Libya. US Calls for Blockade of
Gaddafis Money in Turkey, headlines pro-government Sabah and reports
that prior to the visit of Acting U/S Cohen, the US administration
had given a message to Turkey by declaring five PKK leaders as
narcotics traffickers and freezing their assets in the US. On Syria,
the US official told Cumhuriyet, We are also working on sanctions
against the Syrian administration, but we have made no decision yet.
But we know that Turkey shares the views of the US, and finds the
developments in Syria unacceptable.

3. Hamas-Fatah Reconciliation First Product of Change in Egypt
(Zaman)

Turkish media report that in Cairo, Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas's al-Fatah group inked a deal with its rival Hamas to end their
long-running disagreement and form an interim government ahead of
elections within a year. Islamist, pro-government Zaman says Egypt,
which started an impartial approach to the Palestinian groups after
the ousting of Hosni Mubarak, has managed to reconcile the rival
Palestinian factions. Israel has been uneasy over the agreement,
reports Zaman, and quotes PM Netanyahu as urging al-Fatah leader
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Abbas to choose between peace with Hamas and peace with Israel.

Pro-government Sabah reports a US official said they supported the

reconciliation between the two Palestinian groups. The Turkish

Secretary-General of the Organization of the Isiamic Conference UNCLASSIFIED
(CIC), Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, has welcomed the deal. Turkish FM

Davutoglu has called President Abbas to voice pleasure over the

agreement, reports Sabah. In Historic Reconciliation in Palestine,

mainstream Hurriyet reports Netanyahu said in a statement, Since

Hamas aims to destroy the state of Israel, there is no possibility

for the PA Administration for peace with both Hamas and Israel,"
Netanyahu said in a televised statement. The US National Security
Council Spokesman Tommy Vietor has voiced similar concerns, and said
Hamas was a terror organization targeting civilians, reports
Hurriyet.

4. CHP Election Materials Promise More US Relations Balance
(Medyarazzi News Portal)

Online news portal Medyarazzi reports that the CHP is promising to
balance rising anti-Americanism if they are elected in the June
elections. Under Relations with US, the CHP says theyll work for
better understanding between Americans and the Turkish people using
social confidence building measures such as student, business and
administrator exchanges and by supporting cultural and artistiec
events held with the US.

In the News: Libya and Syria
5. IHH Second Flotilla Should Alsoc Go to Syria (Milliyet)

Milliyet columnist Kadri Gursel complains that the AKP government
voiced almost no reactions as the family friend in Damascus massacres
Syrian demonstrators. The writer says: The second peace flotilla
going to Gaza needs to stop also in Syria. If the flotilla goes only
to Gaza, Turkey will create the impression that it doesnt care about
tragedies caused by Arab dictators or Ankara cares only about Arabs
oppressed by Israel. The Turkish government should advise IHH to try
to stop in Syrian ports. Gursel also criticizes AKPs close relation
with the IHH.

6. Commentary on Syria: Ankara Is Concerned (Posta)

Turkish media continues to discuss Ankaras position on Syria.
Mainstream Milliyet columnist Semih Idiz writes Ankaras Middle East
Vision Has Collapsed in Syria, and notes that It is not clear if
Ankara and Washington have agreed on Syrian sanctions but because of
Russia and China, it is also not clear if the UN can push a sanction
decision further. Liberal Radikal columnist Murat Yetkin says
possible scenarios, including ocusting Assad, will be discussed at the
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Turkish Natiomnal Security Council (MGK) meeting today. Yetkin reminds
that Turkey is sending a delegation of public administration and
planning specialists to help Assad carry out reforms. The writer
says: Ankara is losing its hope for reforms in Syria and Assad will
remain in power. Preparations for sanctions against Syria in the US
and the EU also might come to the MGK agenda. Tabloid Posta columnist
Mehmet Ali Birand quotes a source close to PM Erdogan as saying what
can we do, other than warnings and advice? Should we send troops? We
know that there is an expectation here and in Arab countries fox
Turkey to raise its voice, but when you make public remarks you are
out of the game. Pro-government Haberturk columnist Muharrem
Sarikaya says Assad is not likely to pay attention to Erdogans
warnings. Sarikaya writes: Many diplomatic observers in Ankara
believe that there is a growing gap between Erdogan and Assad. While
holding contacts with Assad, Turkey also hosted a2 meeting of the
Syrian opposition. Ankara exerts efforts to calm both sides in
Syria, but Turkish chances for success decline.

7. Syria: Hardening US Attitude (Radikal)

Liberal Radikal columnist Murat Yetkin says the new appointments in
the Pentagon and CIA show that the US gives control of developments
to a team of hawks. Yetkin writes: There is no guarantee that the
West will not have a military intervention in Syria (because of
Lebanon, Palestine, Israel, Iran and Hezbollah connections). In Syria
the West is expected tc have interventionist attitudes demonstrated
in Libya. The writer suggests that the new appointments in Pentagon
and CIA cannot be a coincidence while there is the possibility of
more conflicts in the region and he adds: Turkey has to start
scenarios for the regime changes expected not only in Syria, but also

in other Middle East countries.
8. On Ankaras Warning, Assad Pledges to Continue Reforms (Sabah)

Pro-government Sabah reports Syrian President Assad has told Prime
Minister Erdogan that he was committed to his pledges for reforms
asked for by Erdogan earlier. Assad said that he expected Turkish
support to ensure security in his country. Sabah says Damascus told
Ankara that the Syrian army had to intervene to stop the escalation
of tensions because the police force failed to quell the violence.
Turkish Ambassador to Damascus Omer Onhon is in Ankara to brief
National Security Council (MGK) members at a meeting today in Ankara.
Sabah reports Turkey plans to send Syria not only a special envoy,
but a delegation. The Turkish Foreign Ministry (MFA) sources told
Sabah there was no civil war in Syria but rather street clashes, and
noted the international community has not asked Assad to step down.
They noted the US policy in Syria is different from that of the EU,
and the US doesnt target Assad. Assad has been too late in carrying
out reforms, and he cannot stop the upheavals without using force.
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The sources said Turkey had warned Damascus to refrain from using
disproportionate force, and to act with restraint so riots do not
turn into a spiral of violence, reports Sabah. Mainstream Aksam
reports Turkey is making preparations for coping with a possible wave

of migrants from Syria.
UNCLASSIFIED

Other News

9. State Minister and Officers Attend: Martyr Funeral in Church
(Hurriyet)

All media report that Private Sevag Balikci, who died due to a stray
bullet when he was serving his compulsory military service in Batman,
was laid to rest after a funeral at an Armenian Church. NTV reports
that the funeral was attended by State Minister Egemen Bagis and
several high-ranking officers representing the Turkish General Staff
(TGS) . Mainstream Milliyet reports that wreaths sent by the TGS and
the Office of the Commander in Chief were placed both inside and
outside the church.

10. PM Erdogans Crazy Project (All Media)

All media cover it extensively and todays papers give broad
front-page coverage PM Erdogans plan to build a 50-km canal
connecting the Black and Marmara Seas. Pro-government media report it
is a great project while mainstream media focus on the problems that
might/would occur during its implementation. Pro-government Sabahs
headline is Great Project of the Great Country, and Islamic Yeni
Safak says Erdogan got the chance to put into action the
"Magnificent" project dreamed of by Suleiman the Magnificent
centuries ago. On the other hand, many liberal columnists write that
the project was first announced by former PM Ecevit in 19894. In Crazy
Plagiarism leftist-nationalist Cumhuriyet reminds that DSP chairman
Bulent Ecevit had announced a project to create a second strait prior
to elections in 1994, but changed his mind because of environmental
concerns. In European Island, mainstream Hurriyet says it would be
good to have the Bosporus free of vessels but the project could lead
to destroying forests in the north of Istanbul, and might cause
ecological damage in the Black and Marmara Seas. In addition, the
paper notes that foreign ships could not be forced to use the new
canal. Liberal Vatan quotes Erdogan as saying the Canal Istanbul
cannot even be compared with Panama, Suez and Corinth canal in
Greece. We are launching initiatives for one of the biggest projects
of this century.”

11. Council of Europe On Press Freedom: We Are Very Concerned
(Cumhuriyet)

Leftist-nationalist Cumhuriyet interviewed Council of Europe
Secretary General Thorbjorn Jagland on freedom of press in Turkey.
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According to Cumhuriyet, Jagland said: We are very much concerned for

frredom of press in Turkey. I discussed the subject with PM Erdogan.
Long detentions periods are against the European Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights. Long detention periods should be
shortened. We dont have an army to make it happen forcefully, all we
can do is call on authorities to abide by this rule shortening
detention periods.
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Condemnations of Israeli Raid from across the Palitical Spectrum in France

(U) President Sarkozy expressed May 31 his “profound emotions” in response to the "tragic consequences of
the Israeli military operation against the flotilla of liberty’ headed for Gaza." He condemned the
"disproportionate use of force” by Israel and expressed his condolences to the families of the victims. He
called for light to be shed on the circumstances of the tragedy, which he said underlines the urgency of re-
launching the peace process. Foreign Minister Kouchner, who was in Nice for the France-Africa summit
when events unfolded on the aid ships in the early moming of May 31, released a statement the same day
declaring that he was "profoundly shocked” and that "nothing could justify the use of such violence.” He later
added that these events serve as a reminder that the current situation in Gaza is untenable, and that France
would take the necessary initiatives to prevent this tragedy leading to an escalation of violence. The French
MFA convoked Israeli Ambassador Shek on the aftemoon of May 31, where Kouchner’s Chief of Staff
Philippe Errera reportedly conveyed these messages.

(c\ Bl
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(U) Political leaders from across the spectrum in France roundly condemned the raid. Socialist Party (PS)
leader Martine Aubry expressed her disapproval in "the strongest terms” of the "unacceptable and
disproportionate” use of force. The PS Mavyor of Paris, Bertrand Delanoe, described Israel’s raid as
"disastrous” for hopes of peace between the Palestinian and Israeli peoples. Marielle de Samez of the
centrist Democratic Movement decried a "terrible catasirophe that could have been avoided.” Left-wing
parties unanimously denounced the attack, with several calling for action by the U.N. Security Council. The
Greens, the New Anticapitalist Party, and pro-Palestinian groups organized protest demonstrations in Paris,
Lille, Marseille, Lyon, and Toulouse. In Paris, hundreds of protesters gathered outside the Israeli Embassy in
Parig, blocking traffic and ultimately clashing with French police. Some of the protesters threw stones at the
police, who responded with tear gas and pepper spray. Police estimated that about 1,200 people took part in
the demonstration. While many protesters waved Palestinian flags, others brought out flags from former
French colonies, mainly in North Africa. Former Prime Minister Dominique de Villepin also joined the fray,
declaring in a national television program that "nothing could justify a policy of force that defies international
law.” He said the drama unfolded in the context of a terrible blockade of Gaza since 2007, and since the
terrible Israel intervention in Gaza that killed so many people. (JMiller)
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__(C) Events off the coast of Gaza were still unclear at the time of the meetings [ Bl
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1. Mideast

2. Jonathan Pellard

—— o

The leading online news web site Ynet and Israel Radio reported
that on Monday, President Obama spoke at a fundraiser for potential
Jewish donors to his 2012 presidential campaign and assured then
that Jerusalem and Washington's relations were unshakable. "One
inviolable principle will be that the United States and Israel will
always be stalwart allies and friends, that that bond isn't
breakable and that Israel's security will always be at the top tier

of considerations in terms of how America manages its foreign
policy -- because it's the right thing to do, because Israel is our
closest ally and friend, it is a robust democracy, it shares our
values and it shares our principles," Obama said to roaring
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applause. Speaking of the regional changes sweeping the Middle [JN
East, Obama stressed that "both the United States and Israel are CLASSIFIED

going to have to loock at this new landscape with fresh eyes. It's
not going to be sufficient for wus just to keep on doing the same
things we've been doing and expect somehow that things are going to
work themselves out. We're going to have to be ecreative and we're
going to have to be engaged. We're going to have to lock for
opportunities where the best impulses in the Middle East come to
the fore and the worst impulses are weakened." Such achievements,
he continued, would have to be carved from a position of strength:
"This is why my administration has done more to promote Israel's
security, its qualitative military edge, its defense capabilities
than any administration over the last 25 years. And we have made
that commitment consistently. But it alsoc means that we've got to
engage diplomatically... there are going to be moments over the
course of the next six months or the next 12 months or the next 24
meonths in which there may be tactical disagreements in terms of how
we approach these difficult problems. But the broader wvision, is
one in which Israel is a secure Jewish state,"” Obama stressed. "One
where it is able to live in peace with its neighbors, where kids
can get on the bus or go to bed at night and not have to worry
about missiles landing on them, where commerce and interactions
between pecoples in the region is occurring in a normal fashion,
where the hopes and dreams of the original travelers to Israel, the
original settlers in Israel, that those hopes and dreams that date
back a millennium, that those hopes are realized. That will remain
our North Star. That will remain our goal." Obama told the crowd
that he was "absolutely confident" the goal could be achieved,
reiterating that it was "going to require some hard work." "It
going to require that not only this administration employs all of
its creative powers to try to bring about peace in the region, but
it's also geoing o require all of you as engaged citizens of the
United States who are friends of Israel making sure that you are
giving us suggesitions, you are in an honest dialogue with us, that
you're helping to shape how both Americans and Israelis think about
the opportunities and challenges." "My hope," he concluded, "Is
that through the kind of conversations that we're having here
tonight, that we're going to be able to, together, craft the kind
of strategy that not only leads to a strong America, but also leads
to a strong Israel."”

Ha'aretz reported that on Sunday PM Benjamin Netanyahu "surprised
many of the participants in the weekly cabinet meeting" when he
embarked on a meneleogue praising the idea of parting from the
Palestinians and in relinquishing portions of the West Bank.
Netanyahu said that the number of Palestinians and Jews between the
Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea "is irrelevant" and that
it's more important to "preserve a solid Jewish majority inside the
State of Israel." The PM made these statements during a discussion
on a report by the Jewish People Policy Institute on demographic
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changes among Jews and Palestinians in Israel and the West Bank.
Members of the institute presented the demographic data of Prof. UNCLASSIFIED
Sergio DellaPergwla, which show that, in a number of years, the
demographic trends will result in a Palestinian majority between
the Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea. Ministers Limor Livnat
(Likud) and Uzi Landau (Yisrael Beiteinu) were surprised by the
data and asked that the data of other experts be presented -- for
example, those of Yoram Ettinger, who is affiliated with the Right.
The right argues that the demographic threat to the State of Israel
is not so serious. Netanyahu cut short the discussiocn and
surprised those present with previously unspoken sentiments about

the future Israelil presence in the West Bank. "The debate over how
many Jews and how many Palestinians will be between the Jordan and
the sea is irrelevant,” Netanyahu said. "It does not matter to me

whether there are half a million more Palestinians or less because
I have no wish to annex them into Israel. I want to separate from
them so that they will not be Israeli citizens. I am interested
that there be a solid Jewish majority inside the State of Israel.
Inside its borders, as these will be defined," Netanyahu explained.
Aides of the PM realized how politically explosive his statements
were and asked all those present in the room to avoid disseminating
the details. The Prime Minister's Office did not brief the media
on the statements and refused to respond to questions on the issue
or provide any quotes about the statements of the PM. Makor
Rishon-Hatzofe quoted FM Avigdor Lieberman as saying on Monday that
Abbas wants a unilateral declaration of Palestinian statehood out
of ego-related reasons. The Jerusalem Post quoted Lieberman as
saying that the WU.N. vote on Palestinian statehood should not be
overblown. He was talking at a convention of the World Jewish
Congress in Jerusalem.

Israel Radio quoted Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas

as saying on Monday in an interview with the Lebanese Broadcasting
Corporation (LBC) that the Palestinians will turn to the U.N. in
the absence of an agreement with Israel. Abbas said that is Israel
does not want this, the U.S., Europe, and Israel should present an
alternative. Ablbas further commented that he wants Salam Fayyad to
be the P.A.'s next prime minister and that he wants the P.A. to
move forward, not to be under a new siege. Ha'aretz cited a DPA
(German press agency) report quoting the results of a Palestinian
Center for Policy and Survey Research poll that 45 percent of
Palestinians want Fayyad to head their government; Hamas' choice,
Jamal Khoudari, teceived the backing of only 22 percent.

The media reported that on Monday, many Syrians tock to the streets
immediately after President Bashar Assad delivered a speech to his
Parliament, promising reforms. Israel Hayom quoted DM Ehud Barak
as saying in Paris on Monday, in an interview with AP, that Assad
regime will come to an end in half a year's time.

UNCLASSIFIED
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Ha'aretz quoted a senior official in Jerusalem as saying that
Israeli and Turkish officials have been holding secret direct talks
to try to sclve the diplomatic crisis between the two countries,.
The negotiations are receiving the Americans' support. A source in
the Turkish Foreign Ministry and a U.S. official confirmed that
talks are being held, though in Israel the Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister's aides declined to comment. The talks are being
held between an Israeli official on behalf of PM Netanyahu and
Turkish Foreign Ministry Undersecretary Feridun Sinirlioglu, who
Ha'aretz says is a firm supporter of rehabilitating ties with
Israel. Talks are alsc being held between the Israeli
representative on the U.N. inquiry committee on last year's Gaza
flotilla, Yosef Ciechanover, and Turkey's representative on the
committee, Ozdem Sanberk. In addition, the U.S. administration has
held talks with senior Turkish officials, mainly to foil the
flotilla to Gaza due later this month, but also in a bid to improve
relations with Israel. Ha'aretz quoted officials as saying that on
Saturday, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton spoke to her
Turkish counterpart Ahmet Davutoglu and expressed satisfaction with
the IHH Humanitarian Relief Foundation's announcement that the ship
Mavi Marmara would not take part in the flotilla this time around.
Israel Hayom reported that Turkish journalists have arrived in
Israel - officially to mark a year since Israel's change in policy

regarding the entry of goods into Gaza, but, informally, to try to
prevent the upcoming flotilla. Israel Radio reported that France
has expressed its opposition to the flotilla but that it wants
Israel to loocsen the siege on Gaza. The Jerusalem Post and otherxr
media note that a U.S.-flagged ship - "The Audacity of Hope" =--
will participate in the flotilla.

Leading media reported that on Monday, the White House rejected
requests that Jonathan Pollard, the former U.S. Navy intelligence
officer convicted of spying for Israel, be allowed to attend his
father's funeral in Indiana. Yediot and Israel Hayom print a photo
of the ceremcny. Yediot ironically notes that the burial took
place on Father's Day in the States.

Media quoted DM Barak as saying at the Paris Air Show on Monday
that the deployment of the Iron Dome anti-missile system will
protect the entire country in two and a half years. Makor
Rishon-Hatzofe quoted Barak as saying that Iran is fooling the
world, as it seeks to achieve long-range ballistic capability to
bolster its projected nuclear might.

The Jerusalem Poist reported that on Monday in Croatia, the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, which includes Egypt,
Merocco, Tunisia, and Algeria, called for Hamas to accept the
Quartet's conditions for recognizing the Islamist movement.

UNCLASSIFIED
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The Jerusalem Post and other media quoted Shaul Mofaz (Kadima), the
Chairman of the Knesset's Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee, as
saying that Israel must initiate a plan to combat a unilateral
Palestinians declaration of statehood in the U.N. in September. In
other news, media this week noted that Mofaz is strengthening his
status in Kadima compared to Chairwoman Tzipi Livni's,

The Jerusalem Post reported that the Jerusalem Municipality is
locking to build 500 new residential units for Arabs in the Eastern

part of the city.

Israel Hayom reported that House Majority Leader Eric Cantor (R-VA)
is initiating a waiver of non-immigrant visas for Israelis.

The media cited the Foreign Ministry's announcement on Monday that
Daniel Taub, the Foreign Ministry's British-born senior deputy
legal advisor, is slated to become Israel's new ambassador to
London. However, Ha'aretz, The Jerusalem Post, and Israel Hayom
reported that his appointment, which is now pending cabinet
approval, has been challenged by the ministry's workers committee,
which says he lacks the necessary credentials. Taub, whe holds
degrees from Harvard and Oxford, would succeed Ron Prosor, who
served in London from 2007 until his recent appointment as Israel's
ambassador to the U.N, where, Ha'aretz writes, he is "just getting
his feet wet." Ha'aretz also notes that Israeli ambassadors in
several critical world capitals are being replaced just as
Palestinian efforts to obtain unilateral U.N. recognition of a
state are approaching a fever pitch. Ha'aretz comments that just
when Israel is supposed to be making a worldwide attempt to thwart
the Palestinian move, some crucial capitals will be without
permanent ambassadors, while in others, the ambassadors will still
be learning the xopes. During July and August, the envoys to
Berlin, Rome, Madrid, The Hague, Budapest, and the E.U. in Brussels
are due to complete their tours of duty. The envoys in these
capitals were considered some of Israel's most experienced
diplomats, and they had developed ties over the years that were
supposed to have been available for use during just such a public
diplomacy crisis as is liable to occur in September. A Forxeign
Ministry source said the suggestion had been raised that these
envoys' tours of duty be extended by a month or two to cope with
the looming crisis, but Foreign Ministry Director-General Rafi
Barak objected. The source said the turnover of ambassadors at
such a critical and sensitive time would make the battle against
unilateral Palestinian moves at the UN more difficult.

The Jerusalem Post quoted former National Security Council Giora
Eiland as saying on Monday that a conflict with Hezbollah is
unlikely in the "foreseeable future." Eiland was speaking at the
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World Zionist Congress' Board of Governors meeting in Jerusalem.

The Jerusalem Post says that the war simulation being held by the
Defense Ministry this week shows room for improvement.

Ha'aretz reported that on Monday, the head of Israel's Atomic
Energy Commission, Dr. Shaul Horev, revealed at an International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) conference on nuclear safety in Vienna,
that Israel has returned nuclear waste from its Sorek nuclear
reactor to the U.S. Horev did not specify the exact amount of
waste that has been returned. But most estimates put the amount at
several dozen kilograms at least, and probably more. The uranium,
enriched to a level of 93 percent, was used to power the Sorek
reactor. The operation toock place after the Israel Atomic Energy
Commission and the U.S. Department of Energy signed an agreement
for the return of the waste a year and a half ago. After the
agreement was signed, an American ship collected nuclear waste from
both Israel and Turkey. The Sorek research reactor is a small,
five-megawatt facility that was donated to Israel by the U.S. under
former President Dwight D. Eisenhower's "Atoms for Peace" program.
Israel also received 93-percent enriched uranium to fuel the
reactor, which is undexr IAEA supervision. The waste transfer took
place under a U.S5. government program meant to stop nuclear waste,
which can be recycled and used to manufacture nuclear weapons, from
falling into the hands of terrorist organizations. The effort
mainly targets eastern European countries and members of the former
Soviet Union. According to a WikiLeaks document reported by
Ha'aretz a few months ago, the U.S. originally proposed the deal teo
Israel in 2005. But the Atomic Energy Commission delayed its
acceptance, ostensibly because of the high fee for participating in
the program. The real reason, according to the report, was that it
wanted to hold on to the nuclear waste. The commission did not
respond to the Ha'aretz report at the time, nor did it reveal that
it had in fact signed the agreement and returned the nuclear waste.
The U.S. stopped supplying enriched uranium for the Sorek reactor
back in 1977, due to a law passed by Congress and because Israel
was not a signatory to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. But
according to some Israeli sources, Israel still has enough enriched
uranium, supplied by the U.S. before the embargo was put in place,
to keep the Sorek reactor operating on a part-time basis, as it has
for years now. According to American data, the U.S. provided 19

kilograms of highly enriched uranium for the reactor from
1960-1975. The nuclear waste agreement does not apply to the
Dimona reactor, where international reports say Israel produces
fissile material for nuclear weapons, so Dimona's waste is not
being returned to the U.S. Various types of radioactive waste from
Sorek are stored in Dimona.
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The media reportéed that Interior Minister Eli Yishai (Shas) is UNCLASSIFIED

working to change identity cards so that they once again state the
heolder’'s religion and thus prevent non-Orthodox converts from being
defined on their IDs as Jews. Ten years ago, Yishai, who was in
the same post, was ordered by the High Court of Justice to
recognize Reform and Conservative converts as Jews. All IDs issued
since then have had eight small asterisks on the nationality line
instead of a religion. Yediot quoted Yishai as saying that the
mention of the religion will be consensual. The Jerusalem Post,
which cited protests by the two non-Orthodox Jewish religious
groups, quoted Masorti (Conservative) CEOQO as saying that "Yishai is
a strategic threat to Israel as the nation of the Jewish people and
a democratic state."

All media reported that Eyal Gabbay, the Director-General of the
Prime Minister's Office, will quit his post on August 1.

Yediot reported that the government intends to restrict the
validity of diplomatic passports.

Maariv cited a demand by the IDF that reserve scldiers could be
called up more often than the law currently requires, i.e. once
every three years. The IDF says that the preparedness of the
forces has been harmed under the present situation.

Yediot reported that "Ivrit" ("Hebrew") a free computer application
presented at Hebrew Book Week, which helps young children acquire
reading skills, was downloaded in Saudi Arabia among other

countries.

All media reported that Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Benny Gantz ruled
last week that the prayer at military memorial ceremonies for

Israel's fallen ssoldiers -- Yizkor (Remember) -- will open with the
traditional, religicus sentence: "May God remember his sons and
daughters." The statement followed an ongoing argument between

religious and secular groups on whether the prayer at these
memorials should open with "May God remember'" or "May the people of
Israel remember." The Jerusalem Post and other media reported that
by Monday, over 40,000 people had signed an online petition that
Gantz revert to the original version that gives no mention to God.
Yediot quoted Gantz as saying that he did not actually change the
version. Maariv reported that Gantz is weighing returning the
prayer to its secular version.

The controversy over the price of milk products is not relenting.
Finance Minister Yuval Steinitz proposes that imports of such items

be promoted. The physicians' strike is continuing.

Channel 10-TV reported on a reveluticnary invention by Israeli
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researchers that allows Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or ALS,

patients, to operate objects and use computer applications by [UNCLASSIFIED
thought only.

The media reported that on Monday, 30,000 people attended a unique
concert by American "rock legend" Bob Dylan at the Ramat Gan
stadium.

Ha'aretz reported that according to a survey carried out in May by
the Rafi Smith polling company on behalf of the campaign for the
release of captive soldier Gilad Shalit, 63 percent of Jewish
Israelis support swapping Shalit or 1,000 Palestinian priscners,
including 450 specifically requested by Hamas, some of whom are
mass murderers. Nineteen percent were opposed and 18 percent are

undecided. The results were similar to those of a more detailed
survey conducted in February, when 61 percent supported the deal
and 25 percent opposed it. Speaking on Israel Radio this morning,
Gilad's father Noam Shalit subsequently said that Israelis are not
impressed by the government's efforts to have his son release. In
an interview with Israel Radio this morning, retired far-Right
politician Geula Cohen did not rule out the release of Palestinian
prisoners in exchange for Shalit's freedom.

I. "The Peace Process and Israel's Responsibility"

Former Meretz leader, former Justice Minister, and chief Israeli
promoter of the Geneva Initiative, Yossi Beilin, wrote in the
independent Israel Hayom (6/21): "Israel, especially under its
present government, continues to expand the settlements. Despite
the commitment it made at Annapelis. If there is a single
unilateral move that influences a permanent-status agreement, it is
the settlements. On a daily basis, we breach the 0Oslo Agreement
and the Roadmap, which requires a complete settlement freeze,
including natural growth. A U.N. resolution on Palestinian status
-- even though it would not £ill me with enthusiasm -- would not
change reality; it is even consistent with Netanyahu's Bar-Ilan
speech. Israel will not have for long a leader like Mahmoud Abbas
for neighbor."”
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II. "An Obama Foreign Policy" UNCLASSIFIED

Senior Middle East Fellow at the Center for Security Policy in
Washington, Deputy Managing Editor and right-wing columnist
Caroline B. Glick wrote in the conservative, independent Jerusalem
Post (6/21): "Outgoing U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates is
worried about the shape of things to come in U.S. foreign policy.
In an interview with Newsweek over the weekend, Gates sounded the
warning bells.... He is saying that he believes that Obama is
willing to surrender the United States' status as a superpower....
Not only has Obama adopted the Palestinians' increasingly hostile
policies towards Israel. He has led them to those policies. It
was Obama, not Fatah chief Mahmoud Abbas, who first demanded that
Israel cease respecting Jewish property rights in Jerusalem, Judea
and Samaria [i.e. the West Bank]. It was Obama, not Abbas, who
first called for the establishment of a Palestinian state by the
end of 2011. It was Obama, not Abbas, who first stipulated that
future 'peace' negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians
must be predicated on Israel's prior acceptance of the indefensible
1949 armistice lines as a starting point for talks. All of these
positions, in addition to Obama's refusal to state outright that he
rejects the Palestinian demand to destroy Israel through unlimited
Arab immigration to its indefensible 'peace' borders, mark an
extreme departure from the Israel policies adopted by his
predecessor. Aside from its basic irrationality, Obama's policy of
favoring the Palestinians against the United States' most
dependable ally in the Middle East is notable for its uniqueness.
In every other area, his policies are aligned with those adopted by
his predecessor.... To date, Obama's stewardship of U.S. foreign
policy has been marked by gross naivete, incompetence, and a marked
willingness to demean and weaken his country's moral standing in
the world. Imagine what will happen if in the next year and a half
Obama embarks on a course that makes his Israel policy the norm
rather than the exception in U.S. foreign policy."

III. "The Anti-Israel Agenda Prevails"

Anne Bayefsky, the Director of the Touro Institute on Human Rights
and the Holocaust, and a Senior Fellow at Hudson Institute, wrote

in The Jerusalem Post (6/21): "Rather than discredit a body [the
U.N. Human Rights Council] that calls itself a human rights
authority but reeks of discrimination, and is tasked with promoting
tolerance but provides a global platform for hate-mongering, Obama
decided to give it American credibility and taxpayer dollars. His
No. 1 excuse was the promise to reform it from the inside.... On
Friday, those promises were shown to be utterly fraudulent. Every
major recommendation that American negotiators made over a process
spanning many months, including instituting membership criteria and
changing the discriminatory anti-Israel agenda, was rejected. Only
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four states voted in the GA against the outcome of the non-reform

reform: Israel, ithe United States, Canada and Palau.... The Obama
line about knowing what is in Israel's best interests is beginning
to wear thin.... For Obama, progress on other human rights issues UNCLASSIFIED

takes priority over the unequal treatment of Israel and Jewish
self-determination. 1It's an old trick, playing groups off against
one another. But at the end of the day there is no escaping the
fact that in the name of human rights, the administration has
trashed the fundamental norm of human rights protection --
equality. And genuine human rights advocates ought to know only
too well how exemption clauses on human dignity are bound to turn
out._"

IV. "The Palestinians Are on a Diplomatic Collision Course"”

Middle East affairs commentator Dr. Guy Bechor, a lecturer at the
Interdisciplinary Center, wrote on the online service Gplanet.co.il
(6/21): "The idea to impose a Palestinian state on Israel by means
of the U.N. was born, as usual, within certain Israeli circles....
That initiative never stood az chance and it still does not because
the Palestinian Authority is divided into two entities that are
mutually hostile to one another.... Israel practically panicked at
the news of the Palestinian initiative, which was intensified by
various political interest groups and established media outlets.
They spoke about a diplomatic 'tsunami' that was headed in Israel's
direction and made all sorts of other statements that were geared
to instill fear because in Israel, and only in Israel, is fear a
political adhesiwve and an incentive for news consumption. Israelis
were so deluged with the fear-inspiring reports that people here
failed to realize that it wasn't we who were charging headlong into
a brick wall but, rather, it was the Palestinians. It is so very

ironic: in their attempt to frighten our own public, Israeli
politicians and media outlets only nailed Abu Mazen high up on 2a
tall tree. Why does this initiative stand no chance? Because it
was made clear from a very early stage by both U.S. Congress and
the White House that the United States would veto any such
independence, just like Russia vetoed the vote on Kosovo's
independence by the U.N. Security Council.... And so, instead of
the Palestinians turning September into a mechanism for pressuring
Israel, it has turned that month into a means of pressuring the
Palestinians. I believe that Abu Mazen will now agree to any
diplomatic initiative, even if that obliges him to make a
concession on his demand for a construction moratorium, provided
that this allows him to climb down from the tree. That is what
happens when one becomes enamored with illusions. It is too bad
for the Palestinians that they did not think this initiative all
the way through."”

V. "Bashar Has No More Trump Cards"

UNCLASSIFIED
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Professor Eyal Zisser, the Chairman of the Department of Middle
Eastern and African History at Tel Aviv University, wrote in Israel
Hayom (6/21): "The Syrian nation impatiently awaited the speech
that Bashar Assad delivered [on Monday]. The greater the
expectation, the bigger the disappeintment. In a long, laborious,
and sometimes even hallucinating discourse, the President said that
Syria had fallen victim to an imperialist plot led by Israel and
the United States. 1In his speech, the Syrian President mentioned
the very same reforms he had promised the Syrian citizens even
since he came to power in 2000. Once again, the speech proves that
Bashar is not part of a solution to the crisis endured by Syria,
but the very problem, as well as the regime he heads. So the

Syrian citizens were quick to respond.... Only in the next few
weeks will the first indications of the crumbling of the [Syrian]
army appear.... What is clear is that Bashar does not intend to

give up the battle for Syria, which also is the fight for his life
and which promises to be protracted and bloody."

—— i ———

"Iniquity Has Prevailed over Mercy"

Senior columnist, veteran journalist, and television anchor Dan
Margalit wrote in the independent Israel Hayom (6/21): " [Jonathan
Pollard] spied for Israel but did not cause any harm to the United
States. The man who handed over the [United States'] Russian spies
to the Soviet Union was Aldrich Ames, who was caught nine years
after Pollard, but the latter was convicted for offenses he only
partly committed -- other ones were attributed to him for
nothing.... He has been jailed incommensurably longer than his
crime deserved. He was arrested around the time Mordecai Vanunu
was apprehended. Vanunu also intended to harm his country's
national security. Treason? Espionage? Parallel lines? Both
were born in 1854. Pollard was arrested in 1985 -- a year before
Vanunu, whose treason is many times worse than Pollard's. Israel
released Vanunu seven year ago. Pollard will see the sunlight only
in four years and a half. 'Why did the path of the wicked
succeed?' [from the Book of Jeremiah], and where are the American
human rights groups?"”
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2. U.S.-Israel Relations

——

————

The disagreement whether or not to have Gilad Shalit released
unconditionally dominated this weekendQs headlines. Thousands of
people (10.000, according to Maariv) participated in the first day
of a protest march organized by ShalitQs family and its supporters.
They left the ShalitsQ home in Mitzpe Hila, northern Israel,
yesterday, with the aim of reaching Jerusalem on July 8. Ministers
Eli Yishai and Yaakov Margi of Shas and Michael Eitan of Likud
announced yesterday that they intend to join the march. Media
reported that the Government is prepared to release hundreds of
Palestinians but not the perpetrators of major attacks.

The Jerusalem Post and other media reported that yesterday in the
East Jerusalem neighborhood of Silwan, viclent clashes erupted
between 200 East Jerusalem Arabs and security personnel. In related
news, HaQaretz reported that the Jerusalem District Planning and
Building Committee is set to approve an unprecedented master plan
that calls for the expansion of Jewish neighborhoods in East
Jerusalem, a move largely based on construction on privately owned
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Arab property. 'The committee's proposal would codify the UNCLASSIFIED
municipality's planning peolicy for the entire city. In essence,

Jerusalem would uniformly apply its zoning and construction

procedures to both halves of the city. Before giving the go-ahead,

the committee will give objectors to the plan 60 days to submit

their reservations. This is the decisive stage in the planning

process, because only rarely are plans altered. HaQaretz recalled

the United StateisQ objection to any changes in the ecityQs status

pending the conclusion of final-status talks with the P.A.

Maariv and The Jerusalem Post reported that yesterday Admiral.
Michael Mullen, fthe Chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff,
visited Israel, where he met with IDF Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Gabi
Ashkenazi and other senior Israeli defense cfficials, with whom he
discussed Iran. The Jerusalem Post quoted Mullen as saying that he

tries to see threats from IsraelQs viewpoint. Maariv quoted Mullen
as saying that AshkenaziQs leadership has improved relations between
the two countries, but that the challenges remain.

The Jerusalem Post quoted Israeli Government sources as saying
yesterday that Israel hopes to have the new QnegativeQ list of what
is not allowed imnto Gaza ready by the time PM Benjamin Netanyahu
meets President ©Obama in Washington on July 6. The sources were
gquoted as saying that the list of what is not permitted into the
Gaza Strip, which will include some 100 items that Israel feels
could be used for military purposes, is being drawn up by the Prime
MinisterQs Office together with the IDF. Among the items expected
on the list are telescopes, firecrackers, certain types of
fertilizer, and sulfur. The sources said that even some of the
materials which are likely to be on the list will not be completely
barred, but will be allowed in if earmarked for projects under
international supervision. Over the weekend media cited a statement
made by G-8 in Canada that restricting goods into Gaza is
Qunsustainable.

The Jerusalem Post reported that U.S5. Senator John Kerry, the
Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, met separately
yesterday with Netanyahu and President Shimon Peres, and told Peres
that Qeveryone in Congress and in the administrationQ was pleased
with the steps Israel has taken to ease up on what is allowed into
Gaza. DPeres reportedly told Kerry that it was important to upgrade
the talks with the Palestinians from indirect to direct
negotiations, and that it was also necessary to have a Qsecret
channel,Q because everything made public is neo longer negotiations,
but rather public relations. Yesterday HaQaretz quoted Israeli
diplomats as saying that Israeli Ambassador to the U.S. fears that
U.S.-Israeli relations are in a Qtectonic rift.

HaQaretz noted that IsraelQs top military leadership -- including
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the IDF Chief and the heads of Mossad and Shin Bet -- will chang

hands within six months. Israel Radio cited a denial by Mossad eUNC]LASSIFIED
chief Meir Dagan that his request to have his tenure extended was

rejected. HaQaretz quoted DubaiQs police chief, Dahi Khalfan Tamim,

as saying that DaganQs exit is overdue.

HaQaretz cited scathing criticism yesterday by the High Court of
Justice of the State's conduct in allowing illegal construction in
the West Bank. Justices Dorit Beinisch and Ayala Procaccia were
responding to the State's request for retroactive approval of the
construction of a sewage purification system for the veteran

settlement of Ofra. The system was built on private Palestinian land
and without permission. The deliberations, in which Justice Hanan
Melcer was also involved, dealt with petitions by the owner of the
land demanding that the structure be razed and the property restored
to its owmner.

Electronic media quoted Turkish PM Recep Tayyip Erdogan as saying on
the sidelines of the G-20 meeting that the Turkish airspace is now
closed to Israeli aircraft. Israel Radioe, which is not sure about
the circumstances and nature of the statement originally released by
a Turkish press agency, reported that neither the Prime MinisterQs
Office nor the Israeli airlines flying to Turkey are aware of this
development. The radio later quoted the Turkish Embassy in Tel Aviv
as saying that Turkey has banned the passage of Israeli military
aircraft. Israel Radio said that the status of commercial flights
is still unclear. Yesterday Yediot reported that Ankara prevented
an IDF plane on its way to Poland from passing through Turkish
airspace. The transport plane was carrying more than one hundred
commissioned and noncommissioned officers, who were en route to a
tour of memorial sites and death camps.

Major media reported that Lebanese security forces have arrested two
nationals suspected of spying for Israel, one of them an executive
at the government-run Alfa telecommunications company. Security
sources in Beirut told the Lebanese newspaper A-Diyar that one of
the suspects is an executive at Alfa, which has operations including
a cellular phone network.

Leading media reported that the two international observers who will
be monitoring the proceedings of the committee charged with
investigating Israel's deadly May 31 raid of a Gaza-bound flotilla
arrived in Israel yesterday, ahead of todayQs opening session in
Jerusalem. Lord David Trimble from Northern Ireland and Ken Watkin,
Canada's former Judge Advocate General, met yesterday with retired
Supreme Court Justice Yaakov Turkel, who is heading the committee.

Major media quoted CIA Director Lecn Panetta as saying yesterday in
an interview with ABC-TV that Iran has enough uranium for two
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nuclear weapons. Media reported that Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev hinted that PanettaQs revelation might influence RussiaQs

position in the matter. UNCLASSIFIED

Israel Radio reported that the Shin Bet and police have arrested
seven Israeli Arabs suspected of organizing to harm Jews and
Christians. Two of them were apprehended in Kenya three months ago.

Three of them reportedly murdered taxi driver Yefim Weinstein seven
months ago.

Leading media reported that during a wvisit to Syria on Saturday,
Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez backed the resistance against
IsraelQs QextremistQ Government.

HaQaretz (Amira Hass) noted that the P.L.0O. omits Israeli presence
in anti-occupation demonstrations.

Media quoted former IDF Chief-of-Staff Dan Halutz as saying that he
is Qon his way to politics.Q Many commentators recall the Winograd
CommissionQs rapport toward him.

The media reported that a compromise was reached in the Qschool
segregationQ affair in the ultra-Orthodox settlement of Emanuel. The
detained fathers were released.

Yediot reported that the Israeli citizen Hanoch Miller was arrested
in Miami a few days ago on suspicion of having illegally traded
weapons.

Citing a Reuters story, HaQaretz reported that the Makhteshim Agan
Group will buy the U.S. firm Albaugh for about $1 billion to bolster
its presence in the Americas and solidify its position as the

world's biggest generic agrochemical maker. Albaugh alsc produces
generic crop protection products.

——

I. QObama against the Clock

Defense commentator Amir Oren wrote in the independent, left-leaning
Ha'aretz (6/27): QThe dismissal of General Stanley McChrystal as top
commander in Afghanistan halted U.S. President Barack Obama's
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downward slide in the opinion peclls, The Washington Post reported
Friday. The outcome of the act does not necessarily attest to the
reason, but Obama's decision will affect his presidency and its UNCLASSIFIED

policies on two central issues for Israel -- the peace process and
the Iranian nuclear program. Moving [General David] Petraeus from
U.S. Central Command means Israel's security establishment loses a
friend, who under the right circumstances could play an important
role in persuading Obama that there is no longer a choice but
military action against Iran. He could also move ahead vigorously
on the Syrian and Palestinian tracks. But in the McChrystal crisis,
Colin Powell has once again appeared -- the indispensable man whom,
as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and Secretary of State, the
two presidents Bush needed to wage war in the Persian Gulf. Powell,
who helped Obama against McCain, is alsc Obama's mentor in war. His
counsel may tip the scales when Obama agonizes over the question of
war against Iran. Here is a challenge for Powell's old friend, Ehud
Barak.

II. QThe Agonizing Shalit Debate

The conservative:, independent Jerusalem Post editorialized (6/28B):
QHamas has not even bothered to answer IsraelQs offer, made six
months ago, toc release 1,000 terrorists, including 450 Hamas
operatives, 100 of whom are murderers responsible for the deaths of
about 600 Israelis, and an additional 550 Fatah prisoners. The
government had understandably rejected HamasQ demands to include the
Omega-terroristsQ responsible for [horrendous attacks in the

2000s]. The 1 ta 1,000 ratio would be the most disproportionate in
IsraelQs long history of asymmetrical prisoner swaps. The first
crack in IsraelQs Qwe-donQt-deal-with-terroristsQ facade appeared in
1968, when Israel agreed to release 16 Arab prisoners in exchange
for 12 hostages held by Palestinian hijackers of an El1 Al plane
forced to land in Algiers.... Israel has offered far more than would
logically be expected to try to secure the release of Shalit =--
because logic is not the only factor here. But Israel dare not
allow itself to suspend debate in this most agonizing of dilemmas,
and to give the heart definitive rule over the head. What is needed
now, rather, is concerted U.S. and Eurcpean pressure on Hamas.
Sadly, instead of seeking every means to pressure the terrorists
helding Shalit, the international community has been pressing Israel
to end the blockade against Hamas-controlled Gaza, one of whose
goals was to weaken Hamas and create the circumstances for ShalitQs
release.

IITI. QLost Their Minds

Diplomatic corresspondent and television anchor Ben Caspit wrote on
page one of the popular, pluralist Maariv (6/28): QThe Shalit family
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is the only one that is behaving, for the time being, as it is
supposed to behave -- fighting for its sonQs life, launching a UNCLASSIFIED
public campaign, and mobilizing all the resources to bring Gilad
home. That is precisely what a family is supposed to do.
Unfortunately, except for the family, everyone else has lost their
minds. First and foremost the media, to a large degree. Since this
is a story with a high level of passion, they fuel the passions.
Since it is a story that can generate ratings, they generate
ratings. Since it is a story that demands a great deal of
responsibility, they completely shake off responsibility. Since it
demands discretion, there is none.... Speaking of the government, it
too failed here completely. A government can decide to carry out
the deal, and that is legitimate. The Government can also decide
that it is not willing to carry out the deal in its present format,
and that too, surprisingly enough, is legitimate. So what does the
government do? You guessed it. It does nothing.... Let the Israeli
Government convene and decide. And let it be clarified in advance
that this is the final decision. But here too, leadership is
required. So donQt hold your breath. This will not happen....
Everyone is busy with the campaign, vying with each other over
superlatives, inventing myths that never existed and preparing for
the next kidnapping. This is precisely how a mentally unbalanced
society looks.

IV. QBelieve HamasQ Declarations

Veteran journalist and television anchor Yaron London wrote in the
mass-circulation, pluralist Yediot Aharonot (6/28): QI cannoct get my
wise friends that Hamas should be treated in the same way as Iran.
The only difference between the rogue group and the rogue state is
in the magnitude of their capacity to harm Israel.... Lifting the
blockade wonQt make them stop believing that the Jews descend from
pigs and monkeys.... How would you behave if you believed that by
murdering Jews, you would encourage the arrival of the Messiah and
redeem the world? This is what some of them would do if released.
I ask those who are marching in order to have Gilad Shalit released
Qat all costsQ to contemplate this.

V. QWho Is Afraid of Released Terrorists ?

Dov Weisglass, who was former Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's top
diplomatic advisor, wrote in Yediot Aharonot (6/28): Q[Palestinian
terrorists released in previous deals] do not engage in terror
thanks to the activity of the Israeli defense establishment, but no
less than that by the performance of the Palestinian security

bodies. 2l1l those involve in the security routine in Judea and
Samaria [i.e. the West Bank] praise the efficiency of the

Palestinian Authority -- under its current leadership -- in the
fight against terror.... Including the P.A. as a partner in
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supervising arrangements over the QreleasedQ [prisoners] in the

[Shalit] deal will enable its implementation, and anyway enhance the

P.A.Qs status and prestige in the eyes of Palestinian public

opinion, something that Israel should be greatly interested in. UNCLASSIFIED

VI. QLegitimizing HamasQ Rule

The Director of fthe Interdisciplinary Center's Global Research in
International Affairs Center and Editor of Middle East Review of
International Affairs and Turkish Studies, columnist Barry Rubin,
wrote in the conservative, independent Jerusalem Post (6/28): Q[As
reflected in the White HouseQs June 20 statement on Gaza,] the U.S.
has no problem with Hamas ruling Gaza as long as weapons are kept
out. There is absolutely no strategic concept in the U.S. approach.
Meanwhile, the White House makes clear that IsraelQs concessions
arenQt sufficient.... The administration could have said: Hamas is
our enemy; the people of Gaza are our friends. We donQt want you to
suffer. We want you to get rid of Hamas, join with the P.A. and
make a lasting peace with Israel. If you are moderate and abandon
terrorism, you will be better off and get your own state through
negotiations with Israel. But that was not the strategic line
taken. In this bland little White House statement we see the
current U.S. GovernmentQs massive strategic failure.

VII. QWe WonQt Relingquish the Enemy

Senior op-ed writer Akiva Eldar commented in the independent,
left-leaning Ha'aretz (6/28): QThe Americans are once again
disturbing our peace with their Qpeace process,Q and are already
talking about continuing the settlement construction freeze.
Everything was so simple with the three QnoQs of Khartoum from
September 1967: mo peace with Israel, no recognition of Israel, and
no negotiations with Israel.... The Egyptian and Jordanian foreign
ministers were sent to Jerusalem to present the [Arab] peace plan to
the Israeli public. The Palestinian Authority expressed its support
in the form of ads in the Hebrew-language press, and has made its
reconciliation with Hamas dependent on Hamas' acceptance of the
plan, in its entirety. But we won't relinquish the Arabs' QnoQs.

VIII. QThe BlockadeQs Damage

Former Israeli Ambassador to the U.S. Sallai Meridor wrote in the
independent, left-leaning Ha'aretz (6/28): QIt is not the [Turkish
Gaza-bound] flotilla and its outcome that should guide us in our
policy toward the blockade of Gaza. We must consider our policies
in various areas according to their affects on the main components
of our national resilience.... It is to be hoped that last week's
Cabinet resolution was the result of the discussion of these
questions rather than capitulation to international pressure. If
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strategic considerations did indeed guide the ministers, what a pity
that they waited until the flotilla incident before making the
decision, or more precisely, before acting to implement the cabinet
resolution of last year.

__________________________ UNCLASSIFIED

QIsrael ShouldnQi Give Up the U.S. Democrats

Columnist Shmuel Rosner, who was HaQaretzQs correspondent in
Washington, wrote in the popular, pluralist Maariv (6/2B): QThere is
an increasing risk that Israel is unwillingly turning into a part of
the [U.S.] Republican Party. A country that has ever since leaned
on the support of the two [major U.S.] political parties find s
itself struggling against an erosion of support by [U.S.] voters --
and, subsequently, their legislators.... Senior Israeli officials
[sometimes] call upon Republican legislators not to hit Democrats
through Israel. This is a rearguard fight against a trend that
Israel cannot curb.

CUNNINGHAM
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1. Mideast

2. U.S.-Israel Relations:

———— i —— - —

———————— T ————

All media highlighted Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's visit
to southern Lebanon on Thursday. The media noted that Hizbullah
leader Hassan Nasrallah "stayed hidden in his bunker." During a
mass rally in Bint Jbeil, the Iranian leader proclaimed the nearing
end of Zionism. Israel Radio reported that Ahmadinejad told
Lebanese PM Rafiqg Hariri that if all Arab states united against
Israel, it would be possible to defeat it. PM Benjamin Netanyahu
was guoted as saying that Lebanon is turning into an annex of Iran,
which made it a tragedy for Lebanon, but that Israel knows how to
defend itself. Israel Radio gquoted Assistant Secretary of State
Philip J. Crowley as saying that Ahmadinejad's "travel to southern
Lebanon is solely to rally Hizbullah, which continues to serve as
Iran's proxy in Lebanon. So his presence there we think is a
provocation. It continues to undermine the sovereignty of Lebanon
and the security of the region.'

Leading media reported that on Thursday, the Construction and

Housing Ministry and the Israel Lands Administration issued tenders
for 240 housing units in the East Jerusalem neighborhoods of Ramot
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and Pisgat Zeev. I_]NCLASSIFIED

The Jerusalem Past quoted diplomatic officials in Jerusalem as
saying on Thursday that Israel is not concerned by the State
Department's stuttering over the "Jewish state" Issue. The daily
reported that scurces cleose to PM Netanyahu noted that President
Cbama told the U.N. that "Israel is a sovereign state, and the
historic homeland of the Jewish people.

The Jerusalem Past quoted P.A. President Mahmoud Abbas as saying on
Thursday that it was none of the Palestinians' business if Israel
wanted to call itself a Jewish state, or anything else.

Maariv repcorted that U.S. Secretary Hillary Clinton has been
invited to speak at Tel Aviv's Rabin Square during the 15th annual
memorial ceremony for the late PM Yitzhak Rabin.

Maariv reported that Morccco's King Mohammed VI as invited
President Shimon Peres to wvisit him in ten days' time.

The Jerusalem Post reported that former IDF Chief of Staff Lt. Gen.
Dan Halutz told the newspaper that the fact that PM Netanyahu
angers President Obama harms the effort against the Iranian nuclear
program. The Jerusalem Post quoted Secretary Clinton as saying in
Brussels on Thursday that there is mounting evidence that sanctions
against Iran are working. The Secretary also said that Netanyahu
and Abbas want to be leaders who resolve the conflict.

Ha'aretz and Israel Radio reported that right-wing activist Aryeh
King announced con Thursday that he intends to settle 10 new Jewish
families in the East Jerusalem neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah,
offering compensation to the Palestinian families who will
subsequently be evicted. King spoke at a press conference called
to discuss a recent Supreme Court ruling which determined that
several Palestinian homes in Sheikh Jarrah belonged to the heirs of

the Jews who built the neighborhood in the late 18th century.

The media reported that on Thursday, Welfare and Scocial Services
Minister Yitzhak Herzog announced his candidacy for the post of
Labor Party chairman. Media noted that he would have had more
chances to win the party leadership if he had resigned from the
Government.

Ha'aretz reported that while the Turkel Commission continues its
investigation of the Gaza flotilla affair, the Israel Navy has
already drawn operational conclusions from the altercation at sea
last May and is mulling how to avoid the same pitfalls. One change
being considered by the navy is to purchase equipment that will
help it board vessels while minimizing harm to soldiers. The
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Jerusalem Post and Makor Rishon-Hatzofe reported that former

Justice Yaakov Turkel again summoned IDF Chief-ocf-Staff Lt. Gen.

Gabi Ashkenazi to appear before his commission. The leading online

news service ¥Ynet reported that in a complaint filed with the

International Cr:iminal Court (ICC), Turkey accuses Israel of war UN'CLASSIFIED
crimes including torture, inhuman treatment during the IDF raid on

the flotilla. ¥net says that the ICC's jurisdiction is unclear.

Labor Party Chairman and Defense Minister Ehud Barak was quoted as
saying in an interview with Israel Hayom is the delegitimization
campaign against it. In another matter, Ha'aretz recalls that over
a quarter of a century before Barak proposed that non-Jews seeking
citizenship should pledge allegiance to the Declaration of
Independence, the late extremist Rabbi Meir Kahane did the same in
the political platform of his Kach party in 1984. Kahane was
elected to the Knesset in 1984, but his party was disqualified for
being racist whem it sought to run again in 1988.

Ha'aretz published an interview with former U.S. President Jimmy
Carter, who expressed his dismay at the standstill in the peace
process and said that he was the only one who ever delivered a
letter from Gilad Shalit and from him. Carter said that he will be
meeting Hamas in Syria and that "we will probably talk about it."

Leading media reported that on Thursday Israel and Greece completed
a joint aerial exercise.

Israel Radio quoted former Pensioners' Affair Minister Rafi Eitan
as saying that the U.S. wronged convicted spy Jonathan Pollard, in
particular regarding the exposure of U.S. agents in the USSR.

Eitan said that it has been proven that Pollard did not commit that
offence.

The Jerusalem Post quoted the relief organization Oxfam as saying
that the P.A. and the IDF could help Palestinian farmers double
their crop.

Ha'aretz (English Ed.) reported that a nonprofit dedicated to
preserving the memory of murdered American-Jewish journalist Daniel
Pearl through music staged its festival in Israel this week.
Founded in 2005 by a former friend and fellow band member of
Pearl's FODfest -- which stands for Friends of Daniel Pearl
Festival -- consisted of several free community concerts, school
visgits, impromptu jam sessions, and street performances throughout
Israel and the West Bank, aiming to spread and apolitical message
of coexistence.

Ha'aretz reported that three Israeli hospitals joined forces this
week in an effort to teach doctors from eastern and southern Africa
how to deal with the AIDS virus that is ravaging the continent.
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The hospitals involved are Sheba Medical Center in Tel Hashomer,

Hadassah University Hospital in Jerusalem, and Ichilov Hospital in

Tel Aviv. The project, called the Israeli Consortium on AIDS

Medicine in Africa, has trained 105 physicians from Ethiopia over e,

the past five years. But this week, it entered a new phase, UNCLASSIFIED
expanding to six other countries.

Ha'aretz reported that Attorney General Yehuda Weinstein's decision
this week to close the investigation over suspicions that DM Ehud
Barak's wife, Nili Priel, hired an illegal foreign worker to do
housekeeping at the couple's Tel Aviv apartment continues to make
waves. It has become apparent that, in their hunt for the worker,
authorities were looking for a woman named Virginia, while her
original name was something entirely different. The case raises
the prospect that a wide discrepancy exists between the values that
Barak should represent and his personal reality. Israel Radio's
Carmela Menashe broke the story last December.

Yediot reported that the Israeli Zeev Levy is on the 10 "most
wanted" list of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and the
Immigration and Naturalization Service. He is suspected of having
sheltered illegal immigrants to the U.S., providing them with fake
visas and false identities.

Yediot, Maariv, and Makor Rishon-Hatzofe reported that on Wednesday
Eric Bellucci, an American citizen from New York, allegedly
stabbed and killed his parents and flew to Tel Aviv, where he is
staying at a friend's in Tel Aviv. The newspaper quoted Israeli
police as saying that they are unable to arrest him, because U.S.
authorities have not yet issued an international warrant.

Yediot printed the results of a Mina Zemach/Dahaf poll that found
that

- 64 percent of Israelis are worried by the possibility of fascism
in Israel; 34 percent said that they are not concerned.

- 63 percent of respondents believe that Israeli Arabs have the
right to vote (72 percent among secular Jews; 42 percent among

religious Jews, 32 percent among ultra-Orthodox Jews; and 62
percent among Jews altogether).
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I. "This May Be a Milestone on the Road to War"

Uzi Dayan, President of the Israeli National Security Council,
wrote in the independent Israel Hayom (10/15): "The Iranian
leader's countryside visit to Lebanon is a universal illustration
of the trend of deterioration in our region.... In the negotiations
with the Palestinians, Israel must insist on ocur right to defensive
borders and adhere to the principle of it defending itself. It is
not an 'Israeli presence' or a 'security arrangement' that we need
in any permanent-status agreement if we reach it, but the Jordan
Valley (in the broadest understanding of the term) under Israeli
sovereignty. We'll take care by ourselves of the security
arrangements needed to face the developing threats. Beyond the war
on terror and the preparedness to attack Iran, incoming IDF chief
of staff] Yoav Galant's General Staff should prepare ... and train
the army for the not considerable probability of war."

II. "Removing the Mask"

Military correspondent Amos Harel and Palestinian affairs
correspondent Avi Issacharoff wrote in the independent,

left-leaning Ha'aretz (10/15): "Lebanon, a hostage state ... on
Wednesday saluted the person whom the Hizbullah announcer at the
[Beirut] ceremony called the 'supreme commander.' It was a

frightful demonstration of force of force by the Iranians. If Gaza
(whose population is Sunni) is now ruled by a fanatic regime that

draws its inspiration from Iran, why not try to repeat the exercise
in Shi'ite Lebanon, too?.... Back in 1982, Hizbullah portrayed
itself a Lebanese organization that looked after all the
citizens.... Western and Arab researchers subsequently argued that
the organization was becoming more moderate and more Lebanese, and
chose to ignore Hizbullah's close ties with Iran, its economic and
military de